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| Containing a View of 9 


1. The Primitive Purity of 
the Creation. | 

2. "The Change that enſued 
Man's Diſobedience. 

3: he further Changes that 
ſucceeded the Doh. and 

Lamech's Prophecy con- 
cerning his Son Noah con - 

ſidered ; with a new De- 

 Enitionofthe preſent Phæ- 

nomenaofour Atmoſphere 5. 

inthe Natureof Lightning in a New Heaven, and a” 


in a clear Sky, Fire-Balls, New Earth. 


The whole being interſperſed with Divine IR 
.and many uſeful Curjolities never pete taken notice of 
by any other Author. 

The Preface containing, beſides « other things, the Aus. 
thor's Opinion of the Millennium; as "noe being 1 
-poral Reign of Chriſt, &c. 

With a Poſtſcript of the Nature of Water -Spouts 
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AV 1 N G found that my 
former Volume of P 


ſuming that Vour Majeſty 


ws DEDICATION. 
of His Grace the Duke of Devonſhire; 


I humbly beg leave to. lay this Second 
Volume at Your W 0 Fern pee 
8 
able Reception of ity will give it that 
Force and Influence which otherwiſe 
(thro' the Meanneſs of my Circum- 
ſtances) it muſt neceſſarily have been 
deprived of; becauſe in the general 
Eſteem of the World an Author's 
outward Condition adds to, or di- 
miniſhes from, the Value of his 
Works; which Inconvenience can only 


be removed by the Patronage of ſuch, 


Who look upon Truth and Reaſon 


with an impartial Eye from whomſo- 
ever they come ; whoſe Juſtice i is as 
extenſive as thai Power, and whoſe 


| Goodneſs i 15 el to their Greatneſs, 8 


And as theſe ſhining Gai are 
abt conſpicuous in Your Majeſty's 
Royal Perſon, I cannot doubt but: a 
Work deſign d for the Encauragement 
of Religion and Virtue will meet with 
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DEDICATION: 
"ſome Share of Your Majeſty's 
Favour, by vrhich it will receive fuck 
reflecting Luftre from the Illumina- 
ting Rays of ſo Auguſt a Princeſs, 
that my Performances (tho mean 

in themſelves) will ſhine in the World 
with a borrowed Light: 80 ſhall they 


much better anſwer my End and De- 
ſign, who deſire to be as uſeful a 


Member of this Community as my 
Abilities will admit ol. 


May the 9 Creator and Diſpo- 
ſer of all Things grant Your Majeſty, 
together with our moſt Gracious Sove- 
reign, Your Royal Conſort, long Life - 
here, with: uninterrupted Felicity to 

continue to us thoſe Bleſſings in Church 


and State, that we of theſe Kingdoms, . 
by Your Majeſtics, under God, enjoy 
above any Nation upon Earth; and 


may it pleaſe God to continue them 
to our lateſt Poſterity under the ſame 
wiſe Adminiſtration in Vour Fo 


Iſſue, and hereafter crown Your * 
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5 jeſties and Your whole Royal Fami- 
ly with Immortal Glory; is the. ear- 


neſt Prayer of, 51 | 
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© and I hope in ſome me an- 
. Oh Ro i Bb v3 
promoting Rel; 4 a of = Jam ber, 
encouraged to gen the World with fo paff uit bs. 5 
tber uſeful 3 both entertai ni Pro- — 
fitable, being Meditations deriv'd from a f-. 
date Contemplation and Improvement of ſuch . 
aſeful Works, as I have formerly had the , 23 8 "A 
70 of 2 and peruſing. W 3 
I have carefully avoided forming any Philoſo- . 
| phical Hypo theſes that uill not bear aScriphital 
Senſe, or ee any obſcure Places in the 
Scriptures to claſh'or interfere with thoſe that . 
are plain and eaſy to be underſtood; being u 
A ur d, that that Divine Spirit which Ares. 
ed their Compoſures cannot he inconſiſtent with 
zſelf, whatever the Interpreters of them have 
been; who ſome of them, thro Partiality, or =” 
Views of private Intereſt, or Affectatiom to falle 
Opinions, or out of uin to . own ; 
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1 5 7 or others. Errors, may have miſrepreſented thers ; 
1 | all which I have avoided with the ut moſt Sin- 
5 cerity and Impartiality, and have endeavoured 


to treat upon each Subject in ſuch manner as, I 
Judge, will alſo agree to Pight Reaſon. | 
And here it may not be amiſs to add ſomething 
fo the Contents of the following Diſcourſes. 
Dur - firſt Parents by attempting a Reſem- 
| lance of God in Knowledge, by an Af of Diſ- 
obedience, found afterwards, to their Shame 
f and Sorrow, that they had loft the Reſemblance 
of him in Rightecuſnef and true Holineſs, 
and became debas d by attempting to exalt 
themſelves; for by the Knowledge they gain d of 
Evil, fo much they loft of their firſt Pu- 
rity and Innocence, and became in part i 
rant of the true and divine Knowledge in wi 0b 
their Happineſs chiefly confiſted; and could mt 
be recover'd but by that divine Light, that pro- 
miſed Seed of the Woman, that ſhould conduct 
our Feet again into the W, ay of Peace: For as 
it was not of Malice that our firſt Parents 
 tranſgreſſed againſt God, but by a Stratagem of 
the Devil, therefore God in Merc ' promiſes fo 
185 Mankind a Redeemer to ranſom them from the 
1 Jau of their Deceiver, fince there was 4 
K Poſſibility of their Recovery z which had there 
1 not been, I doubt not but the Puniſhment" of 
J e; would have been immediately inflitted 
| | them, and thereby a Stop put x any future 
Poſterity to be deriv'd from them ; as is plain, 6 - 
T think, from God's manner of Proceeding with O A 
E future Race, when there appeared no ; 
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Fyotſteps left of Hopes of Recovery from incor- 
rigible Wickedneſs, I mean bis Overthrow of 


the Old World by Water, and Sodom and Go- 
morrah by Fire, and his Command of the utter 
Deſtruction of the Canaanites, becauſe they 
had filld up the Meaſure of their Iniguities; 
with his Deliverance of the rebellious 1/raelites 
into Captivity; and the moſt remarkable De- 


ftruftion of the Temple and City of Jeruſalem, 


the Hiſtory of which is not to be parallel d, be- 
cauſe of their 1nveterate Oppoſition to the glo- 
rious Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, by the pro- 
mijed Seed of the Woman to bruiſe the Serpent's 
Head; who from the Time of that Promiſe be- 


came a Light again to the World, to guide all 


Men, who were not wanting to themſelves, into 
the Way of Peace; ſo that they who enjoy d not 


the Revelation of that Light, for want of true 


Tradition, and had only a ſmall, impenfect, 
and uncertain Notion of it, yet the Declarati- 


on of Future Rewards and Puniſhments was a 

Voice that reach'd the Ends of the Earth, and 

Chriſt was a Light within, and a Monitor to 

all that came into the World, to give them at 

leaſt a Conſciouſneſs of their Attions, which 

would oy or excuſe them, according to which | 
ftand or fall in Judgment. And aas 


they ſhould ft 
God will expect no more from any than accor- 
ding to what he entruſteth them with, ſo theſe 


who have God's Will declar'd to them in the 
Scriptures have a vaſt Addition to this imward 


Light, and muſt therefore be accountable accor- 


ingly. And yet we ſee many amongſt us, who 


will 
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will chooſe the Works of Darkneſs in the midſt 

of this Light, which muſt needs be a great Hin- 

drance to the entertaining and ſpreading of it 

where it is wanted; when even ſo much Ignorance 

prevails amongſt us, that many would diſoum 

in themſelves a Freedom of Will, that they 

might thereby charge all their Action upon Fa- 

tal Neceſſity, after ſo many Aſſurances that God 

; bas ſet before us Good and Evil, and offered 
: them to our Choice, with. Promiſes annex'd to 
| the one, and Threatnings pronounc d againſt the A 
other. And if our Actions were not at our of 
own Choice, why are we call d upon and invited 
to be-virtuous, when all Calls and Entreaties 
in ſuch a Caſe would be but vain Mockeries and 
Inſults over thoſe who could not comply with ſuch 
Offers of Mercy? But how ſuch ſtupid Ignorance 


N "+ * #3865 +. = © ne es GS, 
N +; þ OY N 3 
— 7 > 1 7 8 . 
3 ccc 
SIN 3: ot / (( 
L428 . — 


| | can prevail amongſt us (which I think the very 
| | Heathens would be aſham'd to profeſs) I am at 
| 3 a Loſs to imagine. 


I doubt not but even thoſe, who would main- 
train the Fatality of Actions, if ſome confidera- 
ble Reward ſhould be offer'd them upon the Per- 
formance of fuch or ſuch an Action, would find 

in themſelves a free Will to perform it, (af it © 
* not an Impoſfubility,) tho ſome Difficulty 
ſhould attend the doing of it. If they ſhould an- 
fer that the Proſbect of the Reward was a 
Byaſi to the Neceſſity of the Action; .then I 
8 N ooould af why the Promiſes. of the Goſpel do 
3% mut lay the ſame, nay a greater Conſtraint upon 
_- 8 our Actions, whereby to obtain the Promiſes 
Im e F you * that theſe Rewer you 
ave 
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tbem in what you | 
preſent Benefit; and ſhall not the Obligations 


PREFACE xi 
bave not ſo much the preſent Experience of ; then 
it is plain that your own Wills are concern d in 
the Choice of your Actions; for you can command 
7 will bring you in 4 


we are under for the Concerns of Eternity lay a 


greater Conſtraint upon them than the Proſpect 


of tranſitory Enjoyments? I am ſure if world- 


ly Views can conſtrain our Actions, much 


more ought ſpiritual; and I doubt not but they 
will, where there is not exercis d a ftrung Re- 
fiance to the Spirit of God acting upon the in- 
ward Diſpoſition of the Soul. 
Were are others who call themſelves Chriſti- 


ans, and count themſelves, (by ſome inward 


Marks) of the Number of God's Ele&, and 
attend the Worſhip and Service of God; yet out 
of a ſeeming Humility (tho the Bottom is Self- 
Arrogance) will diſclaim a Freedom of their own 
Actions, that they may aſcribe all the Glory to 
God, as they pretend, when indeed they are the 
very Perſons. that rob him of it, tho' hereby 
they ſeem to diſclaim all Worthineſs in them- 


ſelves, being carried on in their good Actions, 
as they humbly confeſs, by an Impulſe of Neceſſi- 
* | | 1 


4. 
T4 allow that we ought and are bound to give 


God the Glory of our good Actions, not becauſe 
conſtrain d, but that he has put it in our Power 
. 

Andi therefore a Slip or Miſcarriage is but a arte Failing 


attending them, permitted with a Deſign to ſhew them 
ewn Weakneſs and to keep them humblo. 3 * 
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| PREFACE 
| to att well, thro the Grace he is willing, thro' 
Cbriſt, to beſtow on all, who do not wilfully re 
ject it; for if it was only confin'd to a few, then 


: could it not be free Grace, but partial, which 
El contradifts his Attributes and Declarations of 
his Impartiality. 

 B T further allow, that when we have done all 
| 2 we can, we muſt acknowledge our ſelves unprofi- 


table Servants; 3 for our Services only can profit 
our ny ones and therefore muſt be Acts of our 
or doing all we can, cannot imply do- 
os 2 we are are d, but muſt Jignify an Aci 
in our own Power, and in which it was our 
| Choice or Freedom to be more or leſs induſtrions ; 
| ſo that no Conſtraint is laid upon our Afions. 
| : How unchriſtian then is it for any to be- | 
| lieve that they only, with a few of their Fra- 
ternity, are diſtinguiſh'd with the Favour of 
| God, and the _ of the World rejected, deſpis d, 
© contemmn d, and reprobated thro a fatal Neceſſi- 
; ty o "faming ; 3 as i the Happineſs of Heaven 
ix . awwould conſiſt in beholding the Cruelties exer- 
E= cis'd upon the unfortunate Fatality of Wretches 
deſtin' 4 to unavoidable Miſery. 
This is certainly ſo far from being the Voice 
F the Goſpel, that it is the Device 0 Fl the De- 
vil, and they who maintain it may dread being 
in his Snare ; and tho he tempte ow fe Pa- 
rents with the Proſpect of - Knowledge, be is 
| bereby _— to lull theſe aſleep in Igno- 
1 rance, Ignorance indeed of the deepeſt kind! 
13 | which 2 Tak the Eyes, as to make Men inſen- 
ble of the F. reedom of their own Actions! and 
| what 


PREFACE at 


 2wbat I ſhould not have imagin d could kave pre- 


vail d in the World, had I not been too much 
an Ear-Witneſs of this Dofrine's Propaga- 


tion ! ; 


And as I have engaged my Pen in the De- 


fence of Truth, and defire to promote the Spi- 


ritual Good of Mankind, I have one thing to 
obſerve as too common an Error amongſt the Vul- 
gar, viz, That Religion conſiſts in the out- 
ward Worſhip of publick and private Prayers, 
and that if they be but conſcientiouſly perform d 
the Bufineſs.of Religion is over, and they may 
at other Seaſons give a looſe to their Actions, 
and by returning to their jet Times of Prayers 
the Atonement is made; as if God and Mam- 
mon had an equal Right to thetr Services. 
We are 1 wed under an indiſpenſable Obliga- 
tion to be conſcientious in the Duty of Publick 
and Private Prayers; but to what End? That- 
is not the Subſtance of our Duty; no, it is but 
the Shell of it, and without the Shell the Ker- 
nel cannot be long pręſerv d: It is the Food of 


the Soul, by which F it receives no Nouriſh- 


ment, it is a fign it was not prepar d by Hun- 


ger and Thirſt after it; and if ſo all the pom- | 


pous Shew of outward Religion is but as an em- 
ypty Nut, whoſe Shell is fair and promiſing, but 


being crack'd there is found no Kernel: The 


Sum therefore of Religion confiſts both in Acts 


of Divine Worſhip and agreeable Practices, 
which muſt be inſeparable; for as the one ought. 


to be done, ſo the other ought not to be left un- 


done, good Attions being preparatory to _ 
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able Performances in Ordinances of Worſhip ;. 
and Prayers and Ordinances rightly perform'd 


are alſo great Helps to virtuous Actions; for as 
the Kernel of a Nut will not keep without the 
Shell, ſo the Shell without the Kernel is only fit 


for Fuel. 


Jam very ſenſible the Comment I have given 
of the xxi. of the Revelations comes vaſtly 
ſhort of taking in the Extenſiveneſs of thoſe 
myſterious Allegories contained in the divine 
Deſcription of the new Heaven and new Earth ; 
but as I have taken care to fix my Explications 


thereof upon the Authority of their Agreeable- 


nei to the reſt of the Scriptures, ſo far as I 


have attempted them, I can reſt ſatisfied that 
while 1 build on that Foundation my Structure 


is ſafe: And therefore, I think my Interpreta- 


tion will be allow'd of by the unprejudiced; not 
only from its Agreeableneſs to the Reaſon of 


- Things, but becauſe of: its exactly correſponding 


with the concurrent Account of the reſt of the 
divine Compofures of the Sacred Writings; for 
as it is plain from them that our Bodies will 
undergo. d certain and manfeſt Change from 
Corruption to Incorruption, from Subjection to 
Mortality o Immortality; / is it hkewiſe 
plain and reaſonable to believe that a hike Change 
(with a different Regard to the Species of 


| ” Thing s) will paſs upon the whole Creation be- 


refin'd Inhabitants, together with whom they 


longing to us; and that even the Air, Earth, 
and Waters will be chang'd or tranſmuted into 


one perfect, pure, refin'd, and tranſparent ſolid 


Subſtance; and fitted for the Reception if its 


will 
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PREFACE. XV. 
vill never more become liable or ſubject to any 
further Alterations, but remain permanent and 
durable to all Eternity: For I think I have. 
made it plain from the Accounts of both St. 
Peter and St. Paul, that the Heavens and Earth 
will not be wholly conſum'd by the general Con- 
flagration, but chang'd and mage new, by a 
Removal of all Cauſes of Imperfection. But 
the Time when this will happen is wholly a Se- 
cret, and therefore I have not meddled with it. 
That the Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt," 
and the Righteous then living will be changed 
and caught up to meet the Lord in the Air, 
= 1 we are inform'd from St. Paul, 1 Thefl. iv. 
5 17. and that they will ever be with the Lord ; » 
= I Which Account may give us a Light into St. 
= 1 John's xx. of Revelations ; from which I ſhall 
obſerve that 1t appears to me that the Righteous 
then living, with thoſe that have part in the 
firſt Reſurrection, as St. John calls it, will 
be recetv'd to a State 0 ett Happineſs, to 
reign with Chriſt in 4 E50 be wo in- 
to upon his Aſcenſion into Heaven ; by which 
Heaven I underfiand a Place of the imme- 
diate Preſence - of God's Glory manifeſted, 
. which where-ever that is, is the only Hap» 
pineſi of thoſe who .are by Purity capable to 
bear it. But I cannot imagine that reigning 
with Chrift a Thouſand Years, (or in the Inte- 
rim of the firſt and laſt and general Reſurrece 
tion) can at all fignify a Temporal Reign "with 
Chriſt upon Earth as it now is: No; bis King» - 
dom is far from being thus temporal; and tis not 
to be imagin'd, as many have concluded, that this 
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xvi PREFACE. 
would be a Thouſand Years Reign upon Earth,” 


This Millennium IT am fully perfuaded will be 
of a ſpiritual Kind, far juperior to all Imagi- 
nations of worldly Splendor ; and the City or 


Habitation of the Righteous in this Reign 


will be the Poſſeſſion of bis bliſsful Preſence and 


Glories in which he is now inveſted; and which 
we may reaſonably believe he will not leave to 


make his Followers worldly Monarchs; for this 


ſeems altogether incongruous to the whole Scope 
and Defign of the Goſpel; and too much to ſa- 
 vour of the Error of the Jews in their Expec- 


tation of the Meſiab's firſs Appearance in the 
Fleſh : But let no Chriſtians be 64% rfl have 
low themſelves, what has been ſo juſtly 

in them. For tbo it is a Condeſcenfion in — 


| Almighty frequently to repreſent ſpiritual Plea- 


fures or Miſeries by Allegories agreeable to our | 


ſenſitive Faculties, becauſe in our fpiritaal In- 
fancy (and even throughout this State, ) We can- 
not diſcern the Things of the Spirit ſo well as 
thoſe of the Fleſh, yet we are not to reſt in the 
Repreſentations of the Subſtance of Things, as 
if the Shadow was the —_— ztſelf. 

T obſerve further, that during this Millenni- 
um, or thouſand Years Reign q the Righteous 
with Chrift, Satan is ſaid to be bound with a 


Chain and caſt into the 1 Pit: From 


hich I bumbly apprebend that that great 
Tranſaction of tbe Reſurrection of the Rightebus, 


and Change of the then living, and their Aſcen- 


fron, oil put à ſtand and a ſudden Surprize 
to the whole remaining Inbabitants © the Earth, 


that 
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practiſed Merchandiſe with ber will fland' a- 


freed from Superſtitions and antichriſtian Here- 
fies: Satan will naturally be bamfhed, as bein 
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that they ral be S and dd of 
their former Errors; which they. will then re- 
nounce and diſclaim, fo that oa. ews, Maho- 
metans, and all heretical and antichriftian 
Powers, which may all be ſtild the Whore of 
Babylon, will be deftroy'd, and all thoſe who 


mazed at, and lament their farmer Follies, and 
embrace the true Light; ſo that hereby the Jews 
are calld in, and the Fulneſs' of the Gentiles 
gathered; which cannot be ex pected without 
ſome miraculous Tran Votion-tq 7 compl} Dit; 
and which when accompliſbe 7.x it will ad- 
vance the glorious Light 5 th the y Wh of Chrift,” 
b it will as e t Werks and 
Deceits of the Devil; for » the Luſtre, and 
Ghry of Chrift's Kingdom, even in his Church 
Militant, where bis Go e prevails in Purity, 
far is Satan's Kin 75 weakned, and p 
Preſence baniſhed, 7 therefore, upon an uni- 
ver ſal Acceptation of the e of the Goſpel, 


impaſſible for him to approach *phere the Ten 
and Righteouſneſs 0 Son of God prebulli, 
who came to deſtroy the Works: of the Devil: 
For this is the Chain that binds and keeps him 


off from theſe 1 and caſts bim into the 
bottomleſs + 


© But then it is faid or 5retold, be will * 
looſed again x little Seaſon: From which, T. 
think, we may conjecture, that after the Church 
has thus ee far a 3 Time, © 
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2 -forth 7 a Thouſand Years (which how long 
that may here ſignify, whether according to our 
preſent Computation of Tears, I cannot deter- 
mine) there will again be a Degeneracy \ where- 
by Satan will again be loofed amongſt the Inha- 
bitants of the Earth, by their giving tbemſelves 
over to Wickeadneſs ; Ri ghteouſneſs being the only 
Lock or Chain that imprifons bim from us; and 
Wickedneſs the Key that lets him looſe up- 
on us; upon which prevailing Degeneracy we 
are told in the 8* and qi Verſes of this 20% 
of Revelations, 
* | That he ſhall go out to deceive the N ati- 
| ons, which are in the four Quarters of the 
| Earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them to- 
| gether to Battle; the Number of whom is 
11 as the Sand of the Sea: And they went up | 
E on the Breadth of the Earth, and compaſſed 
1 the Camp of the Saints about, and the belo- 
ved City; and Fire came down from God out 
of Heaven and devoured them. | 
Mus where.once there is a Way made for 87 
'E fans Entertainment, his Deceits are greedily 
 finallawed; and now they are. univerſally recei- 
13 ved throughout the four Quarters of the Earth, 
Gog and Magog to gather them together to Bar- 
the; that is, I concei ve, moſt wicked and impe- 
rious Tofults againſt Od and Goodneſs, beaded | 
by Satan, now let looſe amongft them by their: 
univerſal Degeneracy, fo that their Numbers 
are liken'd to the Sand of the Sea; and their 
| {ne up on the Breadth = 2 Earth, ſhews that 
q 10 habitants of the e Earth were now hen 
come 
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PREFACE. Ax 
come apetatiz'd from Goodneſs, whereby the Camp — 
of the Saints, and belove 22. which I here ” 
take to fignify Righteouſneſs, Truth, &c. which 
they encompaſs'd, was univerſally fought againſt ; 
b that their Rebellions can now no longer be born, 
upon which God ſends Fire from Heaven to de- 
vour them, and by a general Conflagration puts 
a final Period to the preſent State of Things; 
my Accounts of which IT refer you to in my fol- 
lowing Work, which I have.endeavour'd to make 


uſeful to the World, and ſhall, as CRY 


permits and Abilities enable me, avour to 1 
be ſerviceable, being defirous to promote true —_ 
Virtue and Godlineſs. | 

: B. P. i 
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Philoſophical Medi tations, 
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= H E N God had created the 
52 Heavens and the Earth, and be- 
V. 2 held — be 

ced them very e is, in 
J a State of Rules ap Continu- 
ation in MED * then depended upon the keeps 
ing or violating a Lau given unto the Gover- 
nor or Head of the Creation, Max; who 


(as I have ſhewed in my former Diſcoutle 7 | 
l 


being endued with Reaſonand Freedom of Wi 

was capable to have kept the Law given him; 
which if he had, all things upon h;s Globe 
had remained in their Pricaitive Purity; 
which ſince have been ſubjected to Vunity, and 
have undergone ſeveral Changes and Altera- 
B 3 tions, 


22 Of the primitive Purity | 
tions, thro Mans Deviation from his Original 
Creation; for Man's Diſobedience has un- 
hinged the Order and Harmony of the whole 
| Creation, that he was made the Governor of, 
| whereby all things in this Preſent State have 
i been reduced to continual Decay and Change- 
| ableneſs, and will continue with Variety of 
Alterations and Inſtability until the laſt and 
final Change to be expected ; when all Sub- 
jection to Change and Alteration ſhall be 
| wholly removed, by a Removal of all the 
Cauſes of Imperfection, and a Reftitution of 
| all things by Chriſt. 
| From a View therefore of the Purity of the 
: , firſt Eſtate of the Creation, and the ſeveral 
1 Diſorders that have enſued on Man's Diſobe- 
3 dience, I ſhall endeavour to ſet forth the great 
Obligations we are under to an Obedience to 
the Second Covenant God has, thro' his Son, 
made with fall'n Man, from the Conſidera- 
tion of God's great Love and Mercy in offer- 
ing much greater Happineſs to an Obedience 
to — 1 Covenant, than that was which 
was loſt by aTranſgreflion of the fit. In pur- 
ſuing which Deſign I ſhall, 

Firſt, Take a View of the primitive Purity 
of the Creation. 

Secondly, Of the Change that enſued upon 
Alain s Diſobedience. | 

Thirdly, Of the further Changes that ſuc- 
copied the Deluge, with Lamech's Prophecy 
concerning his Son Neah conſidered : Gen. 
v. 29. This ſame ſhall comfort us, concerning 
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Of the primitive State of the * _ 
, = 9 


N : 3 ' of the Creation. 2 E-- j | 
1 gur Work and Toil of our Hands, becauſe of the ; | f 
| Ground which the Lord hath curſed. | 1 
19 Fourthly, I ſhall enquire. into the laſt and ll 
E 3 final Change to be expected by the General j 
s 2 Conflagration, after which all Subjection to 1 
1 Change 4nd Alteration will be wholly remo- 
E 3 ved. | „% m ER 
1 And laſtly, T ſhall conſider the State of the 
I Bleſſed in a New Heaven and New Earth, 
N deſcribed by St. John in the 2 1ſt Chapter of 
; his Revelations. © — * 
| 


IRS then I am to take a View of the 
primitive Purity of the Creation of this 
obe; which we find in its Original State 
was free from any Annoyances or Offenſive- 
neſs either in its Surface or Atmoſphere, all 
deſtructive Particles and Effluvias being lodged 
in the Bowels of the Earth, and confined from 
their Noxiouſheſs in the Earth's Formation : 
For when it'was produced out of its Original 
Chaos, or State of confuſed Fluidity, he Spi- 
rit of God moving upon the Face of the Waters, 
or the extreme Parts of this Chaos, in its rude 
and undigeſted Form, takes proper Care to ſe- 
cure all offenſive and noxious Particles in 
d MN } | B 4 | ſuch 
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24 Of the-primitive Purity 
ſuch proper Confinement, as ſhould either ſo 
continue never to become deſtructive, without 
an Occaſion given by the Actions of his Rea- 
ſonable Creature Man; or elſe were ſo ſituated 
that upon any ſufficient Cauſe of Maus Devi- 
ation from his original Purity, they might 
be employed to fulfil and execute the conſe- 
3 Deſigns of Divine Fuſtice; for upon 

e Departure of Man from bis Original State, 
the whole Creation of this Globe ſhould loſe 


all its Purity of Earth, Air, and Waters, and 
all things ſhould become liable to Change and 


ſubje& to Alteration; ſo that all Stability 
would by Man's Obedience or Diſobedience 
be continued or loſt. 

For as the Spirit of God did move upon the 
Face of the Waters, in the Formation of this 
Globe, there can remain no doubt but that its 
Production muſt be pure, yet capable to an- 
ſwer all the Ends of infinite Wiſdom, whe- 
ther for Rewards to Obedience or Puniſhments 
to Diſobedience. 

And now let us take a F 0 View of 


the ſhort Enjoyment of our firſt Parents primi- 


tive Happineſs: In which Eftate I;ſhall ſhew 
the Probability of Mr. Wh:/tor's. Hypathefis 
of Days and Years being ſynonimous, or 
that before their Fall the Earth had only 

Annual Motion, without a Diurnal —.— 3. 
which being ſufficiently proved by him, to be 
no ways contrary to Scripture but agreeable to 
it, in His Theory of the Earth, it we remains 
chat ch: Pare 1 it {Sd to that — and 
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agreeable to Reaſon; far as, in my 3 
Diſcourſe, I avoided” — Ges 

Things as I found obſerved by be f 
ſaw little room for Improvements, I ſhall 2 
obſerve the ſame Method in this. 


I know there are many that upon a view of | 


the preſent Affairs may judge it very improper 
and difcommodious for the Sun to remain one 
half Year above, and the other -beneath our: 
Horizon, throughout the whole Globe, as 
being an unavoidable | Conſequence of this 
Hypotheſis, becauſe ſo much Day at one time 
and Night at another would be inconſiſtent 


with our natural Inclinations to reſt, and 


likewiſe Night would itſelf be a Wearineſs, 
which was ſet apart for Refreſhment. 


And 2dly, It may likewiſe be objected chat 


the Length of the Sun's Preſence and Abſence 


might cauſe prodigious Heats and Colds, which 


are both found offenſive, e eee; and de- 
caying to Nature. 

This, I confeſs, upon the "Sn 
of Affairs, may appear difficult for our Judg- 
ments to form an adequate Idea of; but as 


we are not to judge of future Things by pre- 
ſent ones, ſo neither is it reaſcinable to . 


Si 


of a. fu pure Elias by a preſent corrupt 


one. 


In anſwer to the 17 Otzen. That the 
Preſence of the Sun for half à Vear, and itt 
Abſence as long might much better ſuit the 
Occaſions of — 


era, 


and happy Eſtate, in 
_ "on Globe and its Inhabitants were 
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26 'Of the primitive Purity 
| created, may appear n from the follow- 
ö 4 ing Conſiderations. 
| For thoſe Days might much better ſuit their 
ſtrong and undecaying Natures in that State, 
in which while they continued, they had no- 
thing to do, that would be any Toil or Weari- 
neſs to them, their Employments being their 
Delights; their Days were ſpent in all the in- 
nocent Gratifications of Senſe; they had only 
one thing commanded that . they ſhould 
reſtrain their Inclinations from, and deny 
themſelves of; all other Pleaſures of Senſe were 
not only allowed and permitted, but made the 
= Motives of their daily Happineſs, to enjoy 
| the good things that God had adorned and 
furniſhed the Earth with in great Variety, Plen- 
| ty, and Beauty. With what Delights then 
= *; - could they view the flowery Fields, and re- 
| ceive the odoriferous Scents therefrom ? With 
what ſatisfactory Delights comjd they gratify 
their Appetites in the moſt delectable as well 
as pure Fruits. that uncorrupted Nature was 
capable to afford? Thus their Days might be 
ſpent without Wearineſs in the moſt refined 
and palatable Pleaſures, and in the fulfilling 
all the rational Deſires of the Bodily Senſa- 
tions; for in the. Day-time, Nature having 
produc'd all things that were pleaſant and pro- 
fitable without Tillage, they had nothing aſ- 
ſigned them to do, but to dreſs the Garden, 
which, howſoever they were appointed to 
| dreſg it, was certainly no Toil but a Pleaſure,” 
not £0 be 3 by: the Joy of the jaborious 
*o os F Armer, 


of the Creatiun. 27 1 
Farmer, when, after much Pains and Toil, | 
he ſees a plentiful Return to his Expectation of 
Increaſe ; for their chief Employment was to 
gather the Fruits neceſſary for their Suſtenance, 
and to enjoy them with palatable Delights, 


and thankfully to receive Nature's Products, | 
from the bountiful Hands of their benevolent | «aa 
Creator. == 
Thus when by Day they had: dete all * 
Bodily Senſations in the Enjoyments of the 


good Things of the Earth's natural Bounty, 
there not appearing any Probability of Weari- 
neſs in half a Year of Day being thus ſpent 
by thoſe who were created with ſtrong and 
undecaying Natures ; how they ſhould then 
ſpend ſo long a Night remains now to be con- 
ſidered. And I think it will not be very diffi- 
cult to imagine which way theſe - tedious 
Nights (as ſome may think them, becauſe half 
a Year long) might be ſpent with the greateſt 
Satisfaction, and likewiſe with the utmoſt De- 
light and Pleaſure, and ſuch as is ſcarcely to 
be imagin d; for the Day being ſpent in Bo 
dily Pleaſures, the Night returns to refreſh and 
brighten the Soul, which, not being cl 
with any Infirmities or Obſcurities, admits 'of 
the Heavenly Society of God and Angels, who 
always make their Abode with pure and per- 
fert Hearts, and the greater the Purity the 
more of their immediate Preſence attends them; 
then how great a Share thereof muſt be enjoy d 
by our firſt Parents in their ſinleſs State, When 
there was no 1 of 8 in them 
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28 Of the primitive Purity 


to debar or keep back the 6b/i/5ful Preſence of. 


Ged, and the Society of holy Angels? So that 
awake or aſleep there was nothing in them to 
create any troubleſome Ideas, nor. tireſome 
. Expectations of the Day's Return ; theſe Plea- 
ſures and Delights being more than ſufficient 
to compenſate the Abſence of the Sun during 
this Seaſon, ſince the Loſs of temporal Light 
is ſupply'd by ſpiritual ; for as the one can be 
only ſerviceable to temporal Ends, ſo the o- 
ther, that anſwers ſpiritual, muſt be of a ſub- 
limer and ſuperior Nature: Thus therefore as 
they were made up of both Soul and Body, 
here is the Delight of both anſwer d; and no 
doubt likewiſe but the Moon, which was made 
to rule the Night, was ſerviceable to them in 
their pure Eſtate, by whoſe Revolutions they 
. would enjoy the Benefit of her Preſence (upon 
the aforeſaid Hypotheſis) * one half of the 
Time between. — and Change, via. fix 
times in one of theſe Nights; ſo that its Pre- 
ſence above the Horizon and Abſence below, 
would be equal, as being ſomething more than 
one of our fortnights each, which might 
not only afford them thoſe Intervals of Moon- 


light, bus by the Poſition of every Full- Moon 


would be unto them a token of the Times and 
Seaſons of the Night, and: an Afſurance to 
them of the Suns Return alſo after fo __ of 
the Moan! 8 Revolutions.” 0 


* j 
Bur 


Which Light of che Moon might likewiſe be more wleful 
to the Creatures of inferior Rank, whoſe Conſtitutions might 
require it to gather their Food by, Which might throughly ſup- 
port their * from one of its Revolutions to another. 
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But then, Object. II. By the long Preſence 
of the Sun prodigious Heats are occaſioned, . 
and Colds by its long Abſence. 

To this I anſwer, That while the Atmo- | 
ſphere of the Air was free from infectious Ef- 
fluvias, and had nothing in it to render it noxi- 
ous, the Rays of the Sun met with nothing 
to act upon to render them hurtfully affecting 
upon this Globe or its Inhabitants; for with- 
out thoſe ſulphurous Particles that are no- 
floating in the Air, (by the Change that enſued 
on Man's Diſobedience) there was no ſuch 
thing before as calorifick or frigorifick Efflu- 
vias therein, but the Atmoſphere was pure and 
untainted with them; and the Rays of the 
Sun, where they meet not with proper Subjects 
to act upon, can no ways afflict ; ſo that the 
Sun's Preſence for ſo long, during the Airs 
Purity, would only produce that kindly: 
Warmth that was neceſſary for the bringing 
to, and continuing in, Maturity the Earth's 
Products, that were neceſſary for: the Pleaſure. 
and Support of, its Inhabitants; ſo that no de? 

ree of ſcorching Heat could then offend 
* the Earth's Fruits or Animals: And as 
there were no Particles of Matter to entertain 
the yy s of the Sun fo as to become noxious , 
in the Day-time, ſo neither were there any to 
become hurtful in the Night, during the Suns 
long Abſence; for thoſe Particles that have a 
ſulphurous Matter in them ſo as to become 
calorifick by the Sun's Preſence, the ſame by 
the Sun's Abſence will alſo de ee 
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fo that where the one has no Being, the other 
cannot; and therefore, as the Atmoſphere of 
the Air was free from ſuch Effluvias, no 
troubleſome Effects of either Heat or Cold 
could ariſe, * _ 
So that the Air, in the primitive State of this 

Globe's Creation, not having any faline or ſul- 
phurous Effluvias diſperſed in it, could not be 

any ways affected, by the long Preſence of the 
Sun's Beams, with ſcorching Heat; nor by 
the Sun's long Abſence conld any Cold prevail 
any ways to annoy or offend the Lare s Inha- 
bitants. | 

For 


” We find in this State of things, the Power of the Air upon 
high Mountains, (where there is wanting ſuch a Collection of 
the Sun's Rays as Plains and Valleys afford) to retain its frigo- 
Tifick Quality, and very rarely to admit of a change by the Heat 
of the Sun to diflolve thoſe Particles into calorifick ones, as in 
Plains and Valleys where there ariſes a Refrangibility of its Rays, 
thro? a mutual Collection and Concourſe ; as for example, The 
Alps of France and Spain, lying nearer the Perpendicularity of 
the Sun's Rays than England, yet being vaſtly above the common 
Surface of Plains, cannot collect the Sun's Rays to correct thoſe 
frigorifick Particles, which even, in Summer, continue their 
Quality in the Preſence of the Sun in its Meridian Altitude ; 
which moſt plainly ſhews, that the Sun of itſelf having not pro- 
per Effluvias to act upon, or where it has, if not properly ſitu- 
ated for Collection of its Rays, it looſeth that Power, that proper 
Matter and due Diſpoſition would afford it. 

+ So then the whole Globe of the Earth was equally 
ble as well under the Poles as elſewhere ; there was then no 154. 
ſion of the Globe into frigid, temperate and torrid Zones ; 
LJemperance then only prevailed throughout all Climates, and 
Days and Years were alike throughout the whole Earth, only 
with reſpect to the different Altitude and Situation of che Sun, 
whoſe Rays, having nothing offenſive to act upon, could never 
have become troubleſome to thoſe under its Perpendicularity, nor 
wanting of N ouriſhment to thoſe who received them. the moſt 
en ans This _ alſo * to prevent atr Objection 55 . 
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For as to Creatures of inferior Rank to 

Mankind, their Natures might likewiſe be pro- 
portion'd to that State of Purity, and adapted 
to the agreeable Pleaſures and Delights of that 


Happineſs that was conſequent upon 16 pure a 


Creation. And now no Enmity ever appear'd 
amongſt the different Species of Creatures, nor 
with one another of the ſame Kind; but a 
true Complacency, Love and Delight-in each 
other; there was no Voraciouſneſs amongſt 
Beaſts and Birds; the Lion and the Lamb 
were entirely Friends; the ſmall Birds were 
in no Fear of the Eagle and Hawk; but a ſtrict 
Alliance and Confederacy was maintained a- 


mongſt all Ranks, Kinds, and Species of 


Animals; and the ſmall Fiſn never dreaded De- 
ſtruction from thoſe of greater Bulk and 
Strength; ſo that a perfect Harmony and Beau- 
ty appear'd thro the whole Creation: No 
Fears and Jealouſies; no Malice and Envy; 
no Animoſities, Falſhoods, and Detractions, 

| . Defa- 
might ariſe, from the now Uninhabitableneſs of the Globe un- 


der the Poles, becauſe they now have their Days and Nights 


half a Year long, which is the only thing that renders thoſe 
Places and their neighbouring J/ands ſo incommodious for Ha-* 
2 But the preſent State of oma * in 
(ature, and Changes in the Atmoſphere, are rengered entirely 
different from their firſt Purity Land therlfore tho? it is only 4 6 
der the Poles that Days and Years are now ſymonimous, 
upon the aforeſaid Conſideration of the Changes 
in Nature (of which hereafter) thoſe Places are hereby 
the moſt incommodious and uninhabitable, chat in this C: 
—_ the neareſt Reſemblance to the primitive Creation, in 
Similarity of Days and Years; becauſe by the aforeſaid Changes, 
the Nature and Conſtitution of Air, Vegetables,-and Animals 


have undergone ſuch violent Deviations from their original Fer- 


ſections. 
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32 Of the. wine Bray 
Defamations and Cruelties: But on the con- 
trary, Boldneſs, and true Loyalty; Love, and 
3 Peace; Friendſhip, and. Truth prevailed: And 
7 | the Happineſs of the whole confiſted in every 
| one's promoting the . mutual Tranquility of 
each other. 
And now were it only to regain this happy 0 
Eſtate of Purity, who could not but apply | 
tthemſelves thereto, by all poſſible Methods, 
* with the utmoſt Application ? But as this is, 
bu Man's Tranſgreſſion, become irrecoverably 
loſt in this preſent State, the neareſt we can 
arrive to a Similitude of it here, is, by ſtri- 
ving againſt the natural Corruptions and In- 
firmities that Man's Degeneracy from the firſt 
Command of Ged has involv'd us in; 1 fay 
. the neareſt we can arrive towards this primitive 
Purity, is to exert our utmoſt Endeavours to 
follow the Precepts given us by Chriſt, in be- 
ing kindly affetion'd one to another, forbearing 
and forgiving one another; in being morciſul, 
true, juſt, mech, lowly and charitable; and 
fludying not only our own but others Good, not 
rendring evil for evil, nor railing for railing ; 
CE bit contrariwiſe ble ing for curſing, amd bereby 
 provoimg .one another to Love; for by this 
means all Enmity would loſe its F orce, becauſe 
thoſe, who were the moſt guilty of it, would 
in Time be aſhamed toabuſe them from whom 
they could receive no other Retaliations but of 
Good for Evil, fo that hereby they would be 
induced, not only to revere and admire the 


con . Practices of thoſe — had 3 
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but alſo to acknowledge themſelves unworthy 


of ſuch Returns, and hereby might probably 
endeavour to alter their own unwyqthy Treat- 
ment, and ſo by degrees tis likely they might. | 
bring even theſe into love with ſuch a Sprrit. 
of Meekneſs, and create in them an Imitation, 


of ſuch exemplary Prudence: And could the 
World once be perſuaded to endeavour to excel 
in theſe and the like Virtues, e might hope. 
to ſee a World of much Fae Purity than 


what has generally, thro Corruption, attended; 


the Inhabitants of it; and tho this is what, 
we can only wiſh for in this State, yet be aſ- 
ſured that the poo Attainments every one 
makes in theſe Virtues, the more preſent Satis- 


faction will accrue to them, and the nearer, 


they will arrive to a divine and inward Peace of. 
Mind, and to a Taſte of that primitive pure 


Happineſs that would have been enjoy'd upon 
an Obedience to the firſt Law given to Man. 
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Of the Change that enſued on Man's 


 Diſobedience. 


H US having taken a ſhort View of the 


primitive Purity af the Creation of this 


lobe and its Inhabitants, I come now to con- 
ſider the Changes and Alterations, that God in 
Wiſdom made conſequential upon Mans Diſo- 
| | C ; , 


* 
" #; * 
31 * # #w Si #2 % 


" 
ds r 


* 
= 7 — —— — — — 


2 * 55 p 
- 4 <6; * 4 
— K. 4 
* 4 * 4 ©: - E | 
REES * 
— — ” R e ” . p - r 
* — * N vers — N 
n eee eee eee 9 Fes ES Fs | — — 
8 | N oy = * 
6— . ˖ It dLm y tne —— 


8 1 

þ - Fx 
r 

a... ſe 4 ** 


” = 
„* x7 


* * _ 
ͤ——44—4 —— — ——— ( 


34 | Of the Change that enſued 
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bedience: And as I have gone upon ſuppoſition - 
of the Earth's only having an Annual Motion 
about the Sun upon its firſt Formation, and 


thereby made it appear, that ſuch a Revolution, 
without a Diurnal Rotation, might ſuit the 


Occaſions, and add to the Happineſs, of that 


pure Eſtate ; ſo I may probably add, that it 


might much better ſuit them than the conti- 
nual Intervals of ſuch ſhort Revolutions of the 
preſent Returns of ſo many Days and Nights, 
which meaſure out Weeks and Months, to 
conſtitute the Yearly Calendar ; for then as all 
things were created pure, and would have re- 


mained fo; if there had been no Change or 
| Alteration; ſo as the leſs Variableneſs in the 


Creation ſhew'd the greater Perfection, there- 
fore one Motion of the * Globe muſt ſhew 
more Stability and beſt anſwer the end of the 
future Contingencies that the all-wiſe Creator 
reſerv'd in his own Power to execute, by 
changing its preſent Order to Diſorder, if Man 
ſhould change his Purity to Impurity by 
Tranſgreſſion. | 5 
Now as it appears probable that the Earth 


| had only an Annual Revolution round the Sun 
in its firſt Formation, then, whatever was 


lodg'd in its Bowels, there was no Offen- 
fiveneſs in its Atmoſphere, but every thing 

| deftructive 
- * It may be obſerv'd, that the' menſtrual Motion of - the 


Moon is exactly commenſurate with ite diurnal Rotation, ſo that Js 


its Days and Nights are exactly 2 to its Revolution, + 


with, and round the Earth; its Day and Night being exactly 
compleated between one Chatige thereof and another, which is 
Plain from its always reſpecting the Earth with the ſame Phaſes, ©», 
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deſtructive to Nature was properly confined - 


from diſplaying its Noxiouſneſs, but upon pro- 
per occaſions might be made uſe of to execute 


the Deſigns of the All- wiſe Creator — 


nor of his Workmanſhip. 

And now, his reaſonable Creature, 
whom God had appointed Governor of this 
Globe, and all the Animals upon it, by his 
Tranſgreflion of the one Command of God 


became obnoxious to the Threatening due to 


his Diſobedience, with whom the «whale Crea. 
_ (upon his account) became fubject to Vam- 
, not willingly, &c. Rom. viii. 20. There- 
ore the Effects of Man's Tranſgreſſion did not 


only affect him and his Poſterity, but the whole 
| vidble Creation; ſo that all Animal and Vege- 


table Beings, with Earth, Air and Waters up- 
on and within the whole Globe, by ſome ſud- 
dain Change of the firſt Production, are in- 
voly'd in the Puniſhment; as in all States and 
Kingdoms the Vigilance or Negligence of their 
Governors either promote the Happineſs and 
Safety or occaſion the Ruin and Overthrow of 


their Subjects: But which way can the whole 


Creation ſuffer together, except the Cauſe of 
their ſuffering be univerſal? Can any imagine 
that Adam's Tranſgreſſion, by eating of the 
forbidden Fruit, could not only render him 
and his Poſterity s Nature mortal and 
ible, but alſo the Contagion ſhould. thereby 
be ſpread to all this Globe and Inhabitants, 


without ſome ftrange Alteration and Change 


in the friſt Chain. A da e 
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36 Of the Change that enſued. 

This can never appear reaſonable ; there muſt 
therefore be ſome other Cauſe to produce ſuch 
Effects, which equally affected the whole 
Globe and all its Inhabitants : And as the Com- 
mencement of the Earth's Diurnal Rotation, 
upon the Fall of Adam, was capable to pro- 
duce ſuch Efeds as we find were conſequent 
upon it; ſo the Conſequences being prov'd that 
would naturally follow ſuch Cauſes, will at 
leaſt prove the Cauſes of ſuch Conſequences 
extremely probable, if not demonſtrate them 
to an eſtabliſh'd Truth. 

And that the Conſequences of the Earth's 
receiving its Diurnal Rotation, upon the Fall 
of Adam, would naturally occaſion the Effects 
we find produc'd in the Change and Alteration 
of things in the Antediluvian State, appears 
very reaſonable ; which I ſhall firſt take notice 
of, before I come to conſider the further 
Changes wrought by the Deluge ; of which 
in the next Section. 

I have in my former Diſcourſe of the Crea- 
tion and Deluge obſerved, that upon the ſud- 
dain Rotation of the Earth, it would be broke 
into ſeveral Chaſms and Fiſſures, from whence 
iſſued ſulphurous and infectious Particles into 
the Atmoſphere of the Air; which by degrees 
worked upon the Vitals of every Animal and 
ſubjected them to Mortality. It may be further 
obſerv d, that after this Subjection to Mortality, 
all Nature was chang'd from Purity to Impu- 
rity ; from Love and Delight in each other, 
to Enmity and Selfiſhneſs ; not only in m 


on Man's Diſobedience. ; 7 
kind but in other Creatures alſo; therefore as 


the Effect was the fame according to the diffe- 
rent Diſpoſitions of Creatures, it muſt proceed 


from one and the ſame Cauſe; and as all things 
were at firſt created in Stability, ſo ſome great 
Change muſt enſue to throw this univerſal 
Stability into Diſorder, and alter that which 
was created pure, and render it reducible to 
its original Duſt : For now by the noxious, 
ſaline, and ſulphurous Particles entering the 
Atmoſphere of the. Air, (thro' the Earth's 
Diurnal Rotation) the Air becomes impure; 
corrupt, and decaying , to Nature, and the 
Waters alſo partake of the ſame Impurity, mM: 

And as this Rotation would be a ald 
Surprize to the then Inhabitants of the Earth, 
yet after this Change of things they would 
have their Conſtitutions ſo alter'd by the Eecis 


of it before obſerv d, that they would. find the 


frequent Returns of Day and Night now need- 
tul to their alter'd State, which is now (even 


hereby) become incapable to be ſupported-with= 


out frequent returns of Reſt: thus by the Earth's 
Diurnal Rotation, the Nature a &Conftita- 


tion of things being chang'd; ſo the Deſires 


and Neceſſities of this Earth's Inhabitants are 
aqduſted to the preſent Scene of Affairs. 


And now Contentiouſneſs, Fierceneſs, C. f 


elty, Envy, Animoſities, and Selfiſhneſs en- 


ter the World, from whence Inventions of Self- 
defence, Shelter from Shame and Cold, as 
Choathing ; ; Security from Thieves and Rob- 


bers, 2 as Houſes- with Locks and * 
"NG Rey Fears 
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38 Of the Change that enſued _ 
Fears of Oppreſſion in ſome, while others are 
inventing which way they may oppreſs and 
defraud : Hence proceeded the Cruelty of 
Cain in the Murder of his Brother Abel; and 
* Lamech's boaſting of ſlaying one Man, from 
whom he only received a Wound; and a young 
Man from whom he only received an Hurt. 
And now amongſt Animals the ſame Changes 
from their original Purity prevail, ſo that they 
alſo become averſe to each other; not that be- 
fore the Deluge we have reaſon to ſuppoſe they 
ſo frequently made each other a Prey, accor- 
ding to their h and Ability, as they have 
ſince; but no doubt their Diſagreeableneſs to 


each other was awakened in proportion to the 


Alteration of things from their original Purity. 
Notwithſtanding the Earth ſtill retained 
fach Fruitfulneſs by Tillage that its Productions 
were ſufficient to ſupport all Land Animals 
without being forced to make Preys upon one 
another; and very probably the ſcaly Inhabi- 
tants of the Waters might be ſupplied with 
Food withont being forced to this Thirſt, tho? 


we have no account in the Moſaic Hiſtory of 


the Food aſſigned them; but as we find the 
eating of Fleſh not mention'd, nor any occaſion 
for it before the Deluge, we may imagine that 
the watry Inhabitants were as well provided 
for as the Land Animals; ſo that we may 
reaſonably believe that while Nature continued 


to Nader ſuch mere ty of Fruits, and ſo near 


their e N 1 the Inſtinct of 


Nature 
. Gs. IV. 23» 


8 Wk N 
8 FMT he» 
E EE SS 2 if Sd 5 
Jĩ47k,ç !! 


. HI 4 
= 2 8 a 3 44/4 * - 
— 8 FTI 288 4 #12 2 Pots . 


- 
oY ROOT TS a. 
8 


2 4 1 - . a - 
ge ae. Is Fs * FO * 4 , + RAG bd 
> 7)... TT LI RT ID APIS xD „ * 
” ** * P n N. 2 $64 TH ; g l 2 
* . eee ter e Ft Fe nn . 8 8 "IP : . 5 
2 FEES. >) 2 II e r D LAID one rue ˙ ˙ ̃ NY eh; 5 N * 
5 Wann A . SA SEO ̃ d ͥud rr ²ĩ˙¹.́̃ͤ —Uvl“.!— ] 


on Man's Diſobedienc 39 
Nature never led Creatures to coyet to make 
Food of one another; tho they had, by the 


firſt Change of things, become {elfh, and 
conſequently might one covet what they law 


another take poſſeſſion of before them, and 


others might probably retaliate the ſame upon 


them ; ſo that Quareels might prevail m 
them. : 

N otwithſtanding all the Creatures of. inſe- 
rior Rank to Mankind were free from Trans- 
greſſion, as not being endued with that Capa- 
city of Reaſon, and therefore not capable of 
having any Law given them to keep, and 


conſequently under no Conſcicuſneſs of any of 


their Actions perform d by natural Instinct; io 
that they were not made ſubject to Vanity by 
any Ad of their own, that is, ant willingly, 
but were permitted to become ſo, thro the 


neceſſary —— that enſued the Alte- 


ration of things upon Man's Diſobedience. And 
therefore as it was not of their Willi, or thro 


any Act of their own that they became 
to Vanity, ſo neither are they blame-worthy; 
but tho the Innocent are hereby made ſubject 
to the Puniſhment of the Guilty, there is a 


Hope of Deliverance reſerved for them; for 


the-20" Verſe of the 86 Chapter of Romans 
runs thus: For the Creature itſelf was. E 
ſubect to Vanity, not willingly, but 
of him who hath ſubjected the fame: in | Hoe: 
What then muſt be this Hope? It muſt be a 
Hope of Deliverance; for Verte 21. Becauſe the 


C reature ſelf ſhall a 55 be delivered from the Dy 
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40 / the Change that enſued 
Bondage of Corruption, into the glorious Liberty 
of the Children of God. So that not only all the 
Poſterity of Adam were made Partakers of 
the Conſequences of his Tranſgreſſion, even 
while they were in his Loins, and incapable 
of any Act of their own; but even Verſe 22. 
The whole Creation groaneth and travelkth in 
Pain together until now ; thro' the Conſequen- 
ces thereof. But ſhall ave accuſe Adam, for 
our own D:ſobedience, and lay the blame of 
our Sint upon him? No; he had a Law given 
him, by the: Tranſgrefſion of which we are 
under the Sentence of temporal Death; in theſe 
Words, which include in them both himſelf 
and Poſterity, &c. Gen. iii. 19. For Duſt thou 
art, and unto Duſt ſhalt thou return. But we 
are under a new Covenant, and another Law is 
given us, which we are as capable of ſuch 
Obedience to, as will, thro' Chriſt, be accept- 
ed, as Adam was of keeping the Law given 
bim. Well then, what Diſadvantages we are 
under thro' Adam's Tranſgreſſion we have no 
cauſe to complain of, tho being innocent of 
his Diſobedience, we are become liable to the 
Conſequences of it, ſince we ate accepted into 
a new Covenant, by Obedience to which much 
greater Rewards are promis d, thro” Chriſt, 
than what was loſt by Adam. 
Now ſince * above obſerv d) we are as ca- 
pable of performing our Part of the new 
Covenant ſo far as to be accepted of God, thro' 
our Redeemer ; let us henceforth be watchful 
againſt Temptations; let Adam's being de- 
7 5 ceived 


on Man's Diſobedience. 
the Deceits of our ſpiritual Enemies, tbe World, 


the Fleſh and the: Devil; for tho' we have ſo 


many Enemies to ſtruggle with, let us remem- 


ber that there is help in our Mighty General, 


Jeſus Chrift, unto whom we may always fler 
tor Aid, Succour and Relief, who will never 
forſake thoſe who put their Truft | in him, nor 
ſuffer them to betempted above what they are able: 


Let us therefore, (under the preſent Vanities 


' the whole Creation labours under; and b 
which we groan within ourſelves) wait with 
Patience for the Adoption, to wit, the Redem- 
ption of our Bodies, which thro Adam muſt 
return to Duſt, yet thro” nh 8 be.raiſed 
to Glory. 


£ 
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0 of the further Changes chat c- 
ceeded tbe Deluge. . 


fchoſe further Alterations which enſued 
t peu not obſerv d in my former Ac- 
oounts it. 

And now we find, in the get Place, that 
the Earth's Productions after the Deluge not 
being judg d ſufficient for the future neceſſary 
Suſtenance of its Inhabitants, the eating of 
Fe ol was then allow'd, as a 


Ar 


O W. here it may be neceſſary. to —_— 
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/ the further Changes 
1 of the Inſufficiency of proper 3 
plies from Herbs and Fruit, to ſuppo 
future Multiplication of the Avid on tit 
Earth. 

The Changes therefore by the Deluge muſt 
be very conſpicuous, and may admit of a 
Philoſophical Enquiry into the Nature of them, 
in which I ſhall take proper Care to form no 
Hypotheſes or Suppoſitions chat will not bear 
a Scriptural Senſe. 

And now the different Diſpoſition of the 
Earth's Atmoſphere before, and after the 
Flood, may be obſerv'd by the Effecis; for af- 
ter the Flood we find that the Air. becomes 
ſtill more infectious, and inſtils the fame In- 
fections by degrees into the Fruits of the 
Earth, and thereby the former Strength of 
Nature in both Man and Beaſt begins to grow 


leſs, and the Length of Life to abate, and to 


come to very ſhort and uncertain Periods, in 
proportion, we may reaſonably imagine, to 
the more Infectiouſneſs of the Air's Qualities, 
that it was further tainted with by the Deluge; 
from the Effects of which we may form an 
Idea of the leſs Impurity of the Air in 
Antediluvian State than in the preſent 
allowing Men to live as naturally now 

hundred Years, as they did then- to nine 


* 
n 


dred, it is nine to one odds, which muſt prove | 


the Air to be ſo much more infectious now 


than then; and how this comes to be occaſi- 
oned by the Occurrences of the Deluge I come 


now to conſider, 


And | 


; 


— 
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And upon ſuppoſition of this Globe being 
involvd in a Comet's Atmoſphere at the De- 
luge, it may be made probable that the Effects 


that follow'd it would be naturally produc'd 


from ſuch a Cauſe; and the Exiſtence of any 
Cauſe is always prov'd by its Effects; and the 
Effects that follow'd the Delyge 
prove that the Earth has undergone ſuch a Flood 
as the Holy Writings acquaint us with; and that 
that Flood has been the Occaſion of the afore- 
ſaid Alterations in Nature cannot remain doubt- 


ful: The only Queſtion then is, which way this 


Flood might be brought upon the Earth; 
which in the firſt place muſt be allow'd: to be 
done by the Appointment of God, for fuck 
Reaſons as were conſiſtent with infinite Wiſs 
dom and Goodneſs; and if by natural Occur- 
rences he ſhould appoint to execute his Ends 


and Deſigns herein, how unſearchable muſt: 


that Wiſdom be in the Creation and adjuſting 
ſuch natural Cauſes as ſhall thus exactly corre- 
{pond to the Execution of his Judgments at 
that very Time, that an immediate Interpoſi. 
tion of divine Power would otherwiſe have 
been neceſſary to have effected it? And as God 
in infinite Wiſdom commonly adjuſts Cauſes 
in Nature as Inſtruments to fulfil his Will, 


ſo in the Conſequences of all ſuch Cauſes we 


may trace the Footſteps of Goodneſs and Mer- 
cy, all his Judgments being defign'd to teach 
us Obedience, whereby we may eſcape the 
Wages neceſſarily due to incorrigible and ir- 


reclaimable Wickedneſßs; in which the Word 


had 
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44 Of the further Changes | 
had involy'd themſelves before the Flood came 
and took them away. 


Now let us ſuppoſe the Deluge to be occa- 


fion'd by the Earth's being involv'd in the At- 
moſphere of a Comet, and thence ſee what 
Effects might be produc'd by ſuch a Cauſe; 
and whether or no the Conſequences it would 
naturally occaſion be not found upon enquiry 
to ſucceed. | 


And if we conſider the Way and Manner 


of a Comet's Approach to its Perihelion, and 


that thereby it cuts the Orbits of all the Pla- 


nets of our Sytem, it will not be difficult to 
imagine but that in its Paſſage it might be ſo 
adjuſted as to daſh its Tail or Atmoſphere 
upon the Earth, which Comets Atmo- 
ſphere, being in its Chaotical Fluidity, might 
leave ſo great a Quantity of its ununiform'd 
dubſtance throughout the Atmoſphere, and 
upon the Surface of the Earth, (which it 
might be involv'd in by its Diurnal Rotation 
in the Comet's Paſſage by it,) as ſhould re- 
7 forty Days before the Commotions of 

e Vapours thereby rais d and hurried up and 
down, could come to any Settlement, ſo as to 
ceaſe their Convulſions and Agitations: In this 
Confuſion and Diſorder all the Matter that this 
Comet's Atmoſphere was created of, in its 


ſeveral reſpective Parts, would naturally diffuſe 
themſelves throughout our Earth, Air, and 


ö * 
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Waters, according to their ſeveral Qualities, 


but not in an Exactneſs of the Laws of their 


orien Gravities, but in ſuch wiſe as the 
Nature 
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Nature of that Hurry would admit: For tho 


this Globe might have been a Comet before 


its Formation into a Planet, and confiſt of 
the ſame Parts of Matter that this Comet 


did, yet in its firſt Formation there was no 
Hurry or Diſorder, but proper Care taken (as 
I have before obſerv d) to prevent any Offen- 


fiveneſs either in its Surface or Atmoſ 
but in this Diſorder all faline and ſulp 
Particles join with, and diffuſe themſebyes 
into the Atmoſphere of the Air, and form 
themſelves. into deſtructive Bodies, which, 
being in their Infancy, would take up a 

portionate Time to grow to a Maturity of De- 


E 


ſtructiveneſs, as would anſwer to the Age of 


the World after the Deluge; and as it had its 
Infancy, ſo Maturity and Age muſt ſucceed; 

agreeable to which the * Heavens are ſaid to 
wax old as doth a Garment, and as a Veſture 
will be folded up. Of which more when I 
come to treat of the laſt and final Change of 
Things. So the further Changes, that have 


ſucceeded the Deluge, have naturally reduced 


Things to a State of more Uncertainty, and 
and Inſtability, whereby all things created here 
tend ſtill much ſooner to Corruption, and are 
now drawing towards a Concluſion, groani 
under Bondage and waiting for a Reftitution. 


It may be obſerv'd likewiſe what Changes 


the Infection of the Air has —_— in Ani- 


* 


* That is, the Atmoſphere of the open Air, which b fre- 


T7 in Scripture call'd Heaven, — the Fowls are faid 
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ut and Vegetables ; for where there was pro- 


per Conſtitutions and Natures in either, the 


different Streams of its Infectiouſneſs have act- 
ed upon whatſoever is capable to give it Enter- 
tainment. Hence have proceeded the Fierce- 
neſs. and Voracity of ſome Animals, accor- 
ding to the Conſtitutions and different Quali- 


tie that theſe infectious Effluvias had to act 
upon, nay and alſo poiſonous Qualities where 


there was fit Entertainment for them, either in 
Animals or Vegetables; but as we ſee theſe 
things are common only to ſuch and ſuch 8 

cies of either kind, ſo Man that is ſtill endu'd 
with Reaſon, ſhould be ſo far guided by that, as 
to imitate the greateſt Innocence amongſt his 
Fellow-Creatures, which are often in Scripture 
ſet forth as Examples of Imitation, and not 
entertain the poiſonous Qualities of thoſe 
who have not Reaſon to direct them, or Power 


to avoid what the natural Corruption of things 5 


has laid them under a Neceſſity (not Choice) 
to partake of. For even the ſmalleſt and mi- 
nuteſt Inſects, not viſible to the unaſſiſted Eye, 
in the Air and Waters, which we commonly 


now take in with our Meat, Drink, and 


Breath, partake of ſome degree of Noxioul- 


neſs, and become offenſive and TN. to | 


. Nature. 


Thus all things by Man's T ranſpreſſion are 
receded from the Purity of the Creation; 


ſome Animals are become voracious, while - 
others that had not_thoſe Qualities in 6 


bn ERR upon, fo as to ſeek any Food that 
way, 
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way, are oppreſt with natural Fears and Dread 


of their Enemies, who, by all ſubtil Strata- 
gems and natural Cunning, lay wait to make 
them a Prey, and rejoice to obtain their End. 


Hence Bloodſhed, and Murders ; Wars, 
and Confuſions; Strifes, and Envyings; | Frauds, 
and Deceits ; Thefts, and Robberies, and all 

manner of Inhumanities have prevaiłd a- 
mongſt the Sons of Men: And how far this 
is from the Original Purity. of the Creation 
may be conſider d from the ſhott View I es 
taken of it. 

Now if this «vhole Creation be thus ſubj 
to Vanity, by the Tranſgreſſion of Man, 


ought we not to lament firs and pity the Ani- 


mals of inferior Rank? for they were not 


guilty of the Breach of any Law, but created 


pure, yet (as J have before obſerv d) not with 
that ſufficient Reaſonableneſs as to have 
Law aſſign'd them, yet it is plain, with ſuffi- 
cient Senſes to be capable of the Pleaſures of 
Life ; and therefore if the whole Creation ſuf- 
fer d, were reducible to ſuffer bodrly Pains and 


Miſeries, which could not be in their wo 
Purity. 


Let this deter Man from exerciſing Cruel- : 


ty to any of his Beaſts, that are now given 
him for Servants, which ought to be us'd with 
that Gentleneſs and Compaſſion, which Rea- 
ſon and Humanity will direct? Nay I cannot 
fee, in one Senſe, why they ſhould not have 
| the ſame Treatment from us, as we would de- 
| fire from. our _ or * thoſe "who have a 
| Power 
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48 - Of tbe further Changes 
Power or Authority over us: This Low ſeems 
to be the very Voice of Nature to every rea · 
ſonable Creature; ſave only that theſe Crea- 

tures are now allow'd to become our Food; 
yet even in taking their Lives, a regard ought 
to be had that it may be done in a Way that 
may be leaſt afflicting to them, and without 
any Delight in doing it, thereby to make it an, 
AF of Cruelty. Indeed according to the preſent 
Scene of Affairs, their Lives are not worth 
living; for as. the foreſaid Changes of Nature 
have rendered the whole Creation thus full of 
Vanity, the taking the Lives of Creatures as 
above, can be no Diſadvantage to theſe inno- 
cent Animals, who are hereby removed from 
their further Fears and Slaveries, which they 
groan under. 
And as the Lives of Men are alſo made 
burdenſome, and not worth living, if it were 
not for a future Hope of better and more du- 
rable Things; fo by the Goodneſs of God are 
they become vaſtly more ſhort, and uncertain, 
tho he has reſerv'd the Iſſues of our Life and 
Death in his own Hands, forbidding, in 
the firſt Lawenſuing the Deluge, the ſhedding 
of Mans Blood, and the Eating the“ Blood 
of 


* Which Law being given to Noah, I think could not be 
peculiar to the Jesus only, but to all Neab's Poſterity, which 
ſeems to be confirm'd by the Council of the poles, when they, 
by the Hof Ghoft, wrote to the Gentile Converts. As xv. 29. 
In the Conſtraint laid upon them, the eating of Blood is there 
mention'd to be abſtain'd from, with Meats offer'd to Idols, 
Things ftrangled, and Fornication. Our Saviour's declaring, 
that <which goes into the Man, defiles nat the Man, can be na 
Objection to this, becauſe it is plain he ſpoke it only on ac- 
count of eating with unwaſhen Handi. 
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N that ſutceeded the Deluge. 4 
of ſuch Animals, whoſe Fleth be allow'd fe | 
Food. 
And thus even by this Gb wroug be ry Js 
the Deluge, there are ſeveral Bleſſings to a | 
Spiritual Mind that naturally flow from it, and 
which may be ſaid in ſome — to be a Remo- * 
val of the Curſe on the Ground by Man's WL: 
Fall, as the Reverend and Pious Dr. Sherlock,” — 
in his excellent Diſſertations upon Prophecy, - 
ſuppoſes. I ſhall with all due Submiſſion to 
to his ſuperior Learning and ſacred Office, 
give my Opinion of the meaning of Lameeh's 
Prophecy concerning his Son Noah: Gen. v. 9. 
This ſame ſhall comfort us concerning our Work © 
and Toil of our Hands, becauſe f the Ground | +0 
which the Lord hath curſed. _ 
In this Prophecy of Lamech concerning * | = 
Son Noah, may firſt be ſignified God's making 
choice of him, (as only being found righteous 
before him in the Antediluvian World) to eſta- 
bliſh with him a Covenant of Peace, whereby 
to preſerve him and his Family from the com- 
mon Deſtruction, intended to be executed on 
the whole human Race, who had turned all 
his Favours into Wantonneſs, notwithſtandin o 
the Toils and Labours they had been ſab) | 
to by Adam's Tranſgrefſion ; which Subjection 
to Toil and Labour tho it ſhould continue 
and furvive the Deluge, fo that the Earth 
ſhould ſtill require Tillage, yet God would 
give a Bleſſing to the Labours of his future 
Race, and give them fruitful Seaſons during 
theit abode upon 93 and not . 
hp brag Re . on ne We i. t 
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but ſhorten the weariſome Toil and Labour of 
their Hands in removing them much ſooner 
from it, and receiving them, that ſhould be 
found worthy, to a State of Reſt from.” their 
Labours, thro' the Promiſe of the Meſſias made 
to Adam; and whatever Promiſe was ma 
to Adam, and not fulfilled before the Fl 5 
muſt neceſſarily belong, in all its Rights and | 
Privileges, to Noah ; ſince the whole Human 
Race, beſides him and his Family, ſhould be 
involv'd in a total Overthrow, and therefore 
it muſt remain only in him that the Promiſe 
of Chriſt could be continued; which Promiſe 
ſeems to be taken notice of, and included in 
Lamecb's Prophecy, (of which hereafter.) _ 

So then, not only the Curſe on the Ground, 
andall other Diſadvantages ariſing from Adam's 
| Trantgreſſion, would be allay'd by his Poſte- 
rity's Eaſement of the Length of their Toil and 
Labour, but after the few Years they ſhould : 
toil and work here they might be — to in- 
herit thoſe greater Advantages that ſhould be 
made over to them by the' Merits of that Sa- 
viour, or Deli verer, that ſhould proceed from 
and come of this future Race; ſo that here is 
not only a Promiſe of an Eaſement from the 
Length of Man's Toil and Labour, but alſo of 
an Admiſſion to a Bleſſedneſs to thoſe that die 
in the Lord, and a Reſt from their Labours. _ 

Whereas the Length of the Lives of 
the Antediluvians, though they had the Pro- 
miſes of Chriſt to recover Mankind from 
aac. _— 

Sec 
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Second Covenant; yet the Abuſe of their Longe 
vity had caus'd a general, nay, excepting Noah. 
EB. and his Family, an univerſal Degeneracy from, 
| 1 or Diſregard to this new Covenant, by purſuing == 8 
T the Concerns of the Body and neglecting tho V 
5 of the Soul, which appear'd to them to be af + ] 
* ſmall Conſequence, beacuſe the Concerns of it 4 
E were at ſuch a diſtance; ſo that their Youth 1 | 
IE and Strength being ſpent in the Gratification of 4 
Iz their ſenſual Appetites, their Habits were there= :- "Ml 
F by become ſo ſtrong therein, that it might be "0 
Ez impoſſible to remove them in decay'd Age, Ny | 
Ly and they might likewiſe, even at 8 or goo Years 9 
1 of Age, have Views of living more than ; 
f one of our Ages now, or at leaſt flatter them- | 
| ſelves with it -to the very- laſt, and ſo think ; 
: it ſoon enough to take care of the Soul, till it | 
was too late to take any Thoughts about it. 2 1 
But thro' the Alterations that ſucceeded the | | 
4 Deluge, Men's Lives became ſhorter and 
F ſhorter, ſo that in proceſs of Time his Poſte- 
z rity could not expect to live one Ninth of the ö 
zF Time of the Antediluvians, and were very un- f 
ET certain of that, fo that Religion cou'd not then 41 
X E be ſo ſhuffled with 3 it would therefore be ne- 4 
* ceſlary* that Religion ſhould be the very fin 1 
EF and 4 all Men, that hereafter Ft 
F ſhould be born into the World; becauſe they "YI 
F would have very ſhort: Views of - Temporal | 4 
T Affairs, but Views of Eternal Treaſutes upon i! 
| 3 a well-ipent Life, in the midſt of their Toit | : 1 
and p for the Concerns of the Body) 4 
| 272 n- eee Which 5 | 
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which would afterwards be eaſed, by being 4 


made much ſhorter. 
This therefore I take to be the Intent and 


| Meaning of Lamech's Prophecy, concerning 


his Son Noah, who ſhould comfort them con- 
cerning the Work and Toll of their Hands, be- 
on of the Ground which the Lord had curſed. 
n which likewiſe we may further obſerve, 
(for there is generally a very extenſive Signifi- 
cation in molt of the Prophetick Declarations) 
that this may not only relate to the State of 
the World, from the Flood to the Conſumma- 
tion of it by Fire, and the happy Eſtate of the 


Militant Church of Chriſt, but alſo to that 


far happier and moſt tranſcendently glorious 


State of the Church Triumphant, to be ex- 
cted, thro that promiſed Seed to come off 


his future Race, when all Subjectneſs to 
Change would be wholly removed, and all 


Toil and Labour of Hands ſhould — | 
_ ceaſe. 
Let the Words of the Prophecy be confider- - 
ed. This ſame, that is, Noah, ſball comfort 
| us: Whence ſhall this Comfort proceed ?' 


concerning the Work and Toil of our Hands ; 


but the Work and Toil of our Hands is Rill | 


continued, but made much ſhorter than before, 


therefore ſhort Life muſt be a Comfort. But 


Nature is averſe to Death, and every thing 


living obſerves the Laws of Self-Preſervation, 
and ſhuns Death as a Terror; which way 
then can it be a Comfort? or which way could 
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"that ſucceeded the Deluge. 53 
muſt be in Cbriſt, that could give Hopes of 
Comfort thro the Revelation of. TL e and In 


mortality after Death. 
But it may be ſaid again, that this Comfort 
to proceed from Noah, was ſaid to be becauſe 


of the Grouud which the Lord had curyed. ; 
And if the Removal of that Curſe: did not 
ſucceed the Deluge, where is s the fulfilling of 


that Prophecy? 


I have before obſerv'd, in dds genſe the 


Deluge could only be judg d a Comfort or a 
Bleſſing, viz. in ſhortening Men's Toil and 
Labour, by ſhortening their Lives, which 


none but a ſpiritual, Mind can judge a Com- 


fort: I am apt therefore to believe that the 
Completion of this Prophecy remains yet to 


be fulfill'd, until the Removal of all Cauſes 

of Change i in the preſent State of Things in 

this Globe, by not only a Reſtitution of its 
original Purity, but its being throughly ren- 


dered uncapable to admit ot und any 
further Alteration; which Reſtitution of all 


Things and Reſurrection of all Men upon the 
Earth, to receive the Reward of their Work, 
and reſt from their Labours, was to come th 
that promiſed Meſſiah, chat was to proceed 


3 or come of the Race of Noah acc 
to the Fleſh. To this I take the ſpiritual Senſe 
of Lamech's Prophecy to extend; and as a 


Pledge of his making good 


% 


bod the Promiſes of 

the Meſſiah in his Poſterity, he ſuperadds the © 

Promiſes of many additional Temporal Bleſ- 

- ſings to Noab's obedient Race, as bleſſing their 
„ x Labours 
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. the further Changes 
Labours with fruitful Seaſons and Plenty of 
this Life's Neceſſaries, during their ſhort abode 
upon Earth. As to that Paſſage in Fob, 
{which Dr. Sherlock very teaſonably concludes * 
to reſpect the Antediluvian State) of God's 
- commanding. the Sun and its not rifing, and 
ſealing up the Stars: Why may we not as well 
imagine this to proceed from the darkening. 
Miſts of that State ? which, we may very 
well ſuppoſe, were all the Supplies they then 
had to water and refreſh the Earth; the Rarity 
of the Air before the Deluge having not that 
Diſperſion . of the Quantities of ſulphurous 
Particles, for the Rays of the Sun to cauſe 

| 20 become ſo calorifick as to eject ' themſelves 
- to far into the Earth and Waters to draw up 

. ſufficient Quantities thereof, to gather them- 
. ſelves together ſo as to return in large Drops of 
Rain, and to cauſe Tempeſts, with Thunder 
and Lightning, and the like: For we have no 
other Account from Mofes of the Earth's bein 
; watered with any thing but Miſts, dick 
Mitts might probably ariſe as ſoon as the Sun 


ſet, and deprive many of the Earth's Inha® 


bitants of the Sight of the Stars, which at 
ſome Seaſons and in ſome Latitudes might 
likewiſe prevail all the Day long, whereby the 
Stars might be ſaid to be faled up, and the 
Sun commanded that it % not, without any 
Interpoſition of Storms and Tempeſts; which 
we find not mention'd before the Flood; and it 
is reaſonable to believe from the Nature and 
and Conſtitution of Things in that a 
* 5 i | : as * . 
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| that ſucceeded the Deluge. s 5 | 
they then had no 
ſeems to be further confirm'd by God s placing 
a Bow in the Clouds, as a Token of bis 


Covenant with Noah, and every living Creature 
upon the Earth, that he would no more curſe 


Being: Which likewiſe 


the Earth for their fakes, by bringing another 


ſuch Flood to drown every living Creature 
for if this Bow had been there before, it could 
not have become a Token of a New Covenant, 
becauſe a Token of a new Covenant muſt be 
ſome new Inſtitution, as the Token of God's 
Covenant with Abraham was the ſolemn In- 
{titution of Circumciſion: And it is certain that 
the Sun's Rays reflecting upon a due Diſpoſi- 
tion and Situation of a Cloud to the Eye of the 
Spectator, would (without a miraculous Inter- 
poſition of Divine Power) naturally have pro- 
duced the like En as well before as after ] 
the Deluge. 
And now we may obſerve, that as the Earth, 5 
Air, and Waters have undergone ſeveral 
Changes and Alterations, and are ſtill liable 
to future Contingencies, ſo we ſee no; State of 


Weather fable r or to be long depended on; for 


by the continual Agitation of the Atmoſphere 


of the Air, by the Effects of the Sun's Preſence 


and Abſence, we find ſuch Convulſions and 
Perturbations to be produced therein, as muſt 
neceſſarily be. occaſioned by ſome Diſorder in- 
troduced into it, that had not a neceſſary Be- 
ing there in the Earth's firſt State of wits 

And as we find that the preſent State of all 
Things is by far mote unhealthful, than in 


/ the further Changes 

- en Days, it muſt be a plain 
Demonſtration that ſome great Change has 

happen'd to ect it, and which. in probability 
might be occaſion d by a Comet, as above 
ſuppos'd. | 
Now if we look into the Difference * 
theſe two Eſtates, as before deſcrib'd, I think 
the different Proportion of the preſent from 
the Antediluvian State 1s in a tolerable Meaſure 
accounted for. 

And now let us look into the preſent Phe. 
nomena of the Atmoſphere of our Globe, and 
obſerve the ſtrange Occurrences therein pro- 
duc d, and in particular thoſe Wonders of Na- 
ture that are acted upon the Theatre of the 
Open Air, as Tempeſts, Thunder, and Light- 
ning, with Auror@ Boreales, or Lights i in the 
North, &c. and examine into the Cauſes of 
their Exiſtence, and how the All- wiſe Creator 
of Nature, thro Man's Tranſgreſſion of his 

. Command, and almoſt univerſal Rejection 
of his Second Covenant, has for wiſe Reaſons 
reduc d the State of the Air to its preſent Un- 
certainty. and Infectiouſneſs, and implanted 
therein ſuch Cauſes as the Effetts n 
are dependent upon. 

In fome of which I ſhall advance my Senti- 
ments of the Cauſes God has imploy'd in 
Nature, to anſwer his wiſe Deſigns; even in 
ſuch Phænomena as I have not ſeen accounted 
for to my own Satisfaction. And firſt of Light= 
ning in a clear Sky. | 
This I take to be a Meteor collected from 

5 ſulphurous 


" 
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ſolphurous Particles rarified, ſurrounded by a 
Body of groſſer or common Air, which pre. 

round theſe rarify d Particles cauſes them natu- 
rally to aſcend till they come to a Region of 
as pure and light Air as themſelves, which not 
only gives them the Liberty to expand and 
n to their natural Extent, and releaſes them 
from the Confinement of that cooler and groſ- 


ſer Body of Air below, which kept them 


from taking Fire in their Paſſage, but now by 


their Freedom from Confinement, bythe afore- 


| faid cooler Air, they naturally take Fire and 
break forth into Lightning, which is more or 
leſs according to the Quantity of = ! 
tions. 

Of the ſame nature we may ſuppoſe ah * Au- 
rora Borealis, or Light in tbe North, to be of, 
when a prodigious Quantity of theſe ſulphu- 
rous Particles are gathered together, and accor- 
ding to the Quantities and Agitations of this 
combuſtible Matter, being as before in a 
Freedom of Expantion and in an Equilibrium 
with the purer Air of that Region (for theſe 
ien r are ny occaſional Inha- 


habitants : 


The Reaſon ons theſe i * fever the 
Northern Parts is becauſe the Sun has not ſo much Power in the 


Frigid Zones to rarify the Waters in ſuch Quantities as in the 


Temperate and Torrid Zones, and therefore the Exhalations 
there are for the- moſt part only Airy n 
ſures: Hence we have commonly fair Weather when the W oY 
blows from the Northern Parts. And from this Hyp 

may be ſuppos'd, that they of the Southern T Foe. 
may have Ea Lights likewiſe 

which whether they have or no, I leave 0 the Oblrpaions of _ 
thoſe whoſe IN EO 


1 


y from the South; . 


* 
- 


1 


O the further Changes 

a of it, thro' Rarifaction) as they free 
themſelves from the groſſer Air they were 
clouded with, they immediately aſſume that 
fiery Propen ſity with which they are endued; 
and when once this Fire is kindled, amongſt 
ſuch vaſt and prodigious Quantities of the 
ſame Matter, it darts forth thereinto and co 
tinues to ex pand i its Fury throughout the whole 
Maſs of Matter of the like Nature, whereby 
it drives on its Flames and Forces, and makes | 

ſo many fearful Repreſentations. 
Fire-Balls, Fire-Drakes, and Shooting 
Stars, may likewiſe be i imagin'd more contra- 
cted Meteors, that carry a groſſer Subſtance 
along with them, like unto Spunges filled 
with the like ſulphurous Air, and made up of 
combuſtible Matter capable to take Fire as 
aforeſaid, which breaking forth deſtroys the 
hollow Cavities of its Spungineſs that ſupport- 
ed it in the Air, and therefore deſcends in a 
Flame, which continues longer or ſhorter time 
in its Deſcent, according to its Force and Sub- 
ſtance to preſerve it from Extinction in the 
roſſer and cooler Air. 
Theſe ſeem to me to be the natural Cau- 
ſes of theſe Meteors and Appearances in a clear 
and tranſparent Air. I ſhall now conſider 
the Concourle of thoſe Meteors, which form 
themſelves 


This Meteor being of much larger Contraction than Fire. 
Drakes, tho' of the fame Nature, commonly falls thro* the Air 
without Extinction, and retains ſo much Force as to do? very 
|= Damage if its Fall be not n u. diſtant. ww 


uildings, &c, 


Wai Cid e 
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themſelves into Tempeſts of Thunder and 
Ligbinixg. 


And here, I ſuppoſe, the like aforeſaid Sul- 


hurous Particles by mixing themſelves with 
Watry Effl wias rais'd from the Seas, Rivers, 
and Watry Places, and incorporating them- 
ſelves therein, are in great Quantities, ſurroun- 


ded with Water, and become the Cavities of 


Watry Bladders; and theſe Sulphurous Parti- 
cles by expanding themſelves in theſe Wa 
Incloſures, become (by this Infuſion} muc 
lighter than the Air upon the Earth's. — 
by the Preſſure of which they naturally aſcend 
till they come to an Equilibrium with the Air, 


but never riſe ſo high as only Aity Exhalations, 


becauſe ſurrounded with 4 heavier Fluid of 
Water; and as innumerable Numbers of theſe 


Watry hollow Bladders come together, ſo ac- 


cording to their Strength and Numbers they 


form themſelves into a greater or leſs Collection, 
and by their Equilibrium in the Air they join 


one to another, and become a maſſy Cloud, 
and, in a ſtrange Commotion, darken the Air, 
and that Combuſtible and Sulphurous Matter 


contain d in the Hollows of theſe Watry Blad- 


ders, in a ſtrong Agitation takes Fire in the 
manner aforeſaid, and breaks forth into 


Lightning; by which means ſome of theſe 


Bladders being broke, the Chain is unhing d 
and the Rent continues very ee e. from 


one fide of the Cloud to the other, by which 


Rent and Burſt of ſuch a Chain O Watry 


Bladders, that terrible Noiſe of Thunder w * % 
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60 Of the further Changes 
continued till the Rent ceaſes, and ſometimes _ 
after the firſt Flaſh of Lightning, there may 
be others of theſe Bladders, upon their Breach 
prepared for their ſulphurous Cavities to take 
Fire, and then more Flaſhes of Lightning 
ſucceed after one another: We may likewiſe 
obſerve that while the Rent continues to diſ- 
perſe itſelf thro' the * Cloud, and the Air con- 
tain'd in the. Watry Bladders is let out and 
can no longer ſupport the Water, the Blad- 
ders (fo many breaking together) run one into 
another and form drops of Rain, and are! 
or leſs according to the Multitudes that catch 
together in their Breach and Deſcent, and may 
be obſerved to fall in much greater Quantities, 
and in greater Drops and Hurry, and in more 
ſuddain Daſhes upon the Breach aforeſaid du- 
ring the Thunder-Crack, than in the Inter- 
vals. 8 
And how wonderful is it to ſee ſometimes 
thei: Drops catch'd, and frozen in their De- 
ſcent to the Earth? What ſtrange Degree'of 
Cold mutt it be that ſhall thus almoſt inſtan- 
tancoutly congeal theſe Waters ſo thoroughly, 
Every in their juſt leaving that. combuſtible 
Matter that in their former Lodgment had 
taken Fire, of the moſt impregnable Force of 
any deriv'd from the Sun? In what ſtrange 
Commotions, and Agitations, muſt the 3 
| ** 
Thus the Air in the Watry Bladders is lighter than the 
Air wherein they hang, becauſe born down lower by their Wa- 


try Veſſels, upon the Breach of which the heavier Air ruſheth 
in, from whence proceeds that Noiſe of Thunder. 
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that ſucceeded the Deluge. 
of the Air be in at this Time? What diſagree- 
able Diſturbances and confus d Contradictions 
are here in Viciſſitude of the troubled Atmo- 
ſphere? Every thing therein ſeems diſordered 
and out of Tune, and cannot be otherwiſe 


accounted for than from that Diſorder Nature 


has been thrown into by the * Changes that 
have enſued Adam's Tranſgreſſion of the Firſt 


Law 


* Hence we may learn, that as the various Changes our 


Atmoſphere has been proportion'd to admit of, as the Extreams | 


of Cold and Heat, (being ſubject to neither Extream in its farit 
Formation) fo the Atmoſpheres of the other Planets of our Sy- 
item may be ſo proportion'd by their All- wiſe Creator, that Mer- 
cury may not receive any Degrees of the Sun's Heat to offend it, 
nor Saturn want any of its Warmth to refreſh it, but their At- 
moſpheres may be fo 2 that the Sun may appear 
thro' Saturn's with the 

it as much Warmth and Heat, as it may appear to and afford 
Mercury, and the reſt, thro' their Atmoſphere's different Enter- 
tainments of its Rays ; ſince by the different Changes of our own 
Atmoſphere, we may obſerve ſuch different Effects thereof pro- 
duc'd. For a further Confirmation of this Hypotheſis, we are 
aflur'd from the Holy Scriptures that the great Creator of Na- 
ture has upon Occaſion of the Diſobedience of the Rational In- 
habitants of this Globe chang'd the Tranſparency of its At- 
moſphere from its Homogeneous Parts into ſuch Het 

ones, as deprived the Egyptians of the comfortable Rays of the 
Sun's Beams, while at the ſame Time the 1fraclites enjoy'd the 


common Benefit thereof, where the Air continued its natural 


Tranſparency : Likewiſe, upon our Bleed Sawiour's Crucifixion, 
the whole Atmoſphere was depriv'd of Light for three Hours, 
by God's withdrawing that Tranſparency from it, which at frit 
he gave it, when in its Formation he ſaid, Let there be Light : 
Which Command gave our Atmoſphere thoſe Homogeneous and 
Tranſparent Parts, which were neceſſary ts afford ſuch a Light 


and Heat to the Surface of this Globe from the Sun as ſhould be . 


agreeable to its Diſtance from it: And I cannot doubt but the 
ſame Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Power have been obſery'd in pro- 
portioning the Atmoſpheres of all other- Globes agreeable to 
their Diſtances from their central Luminaries, , A Tit 
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62 Of the further Changes 
Law of God, and his Poferity's" Contempt 
and Violation of his Second Covenant. 


And now ſtand amazed, Oh Inhabitants 7 


of the Earth! and behold the Effects that Sin 
has brought into the World ! All Nature groans 
under the Load of it, and ſhall Man alone re- 
main unconcerned, who only was the Cauſe 
of all this Diſorder ? 
Let the various Scenes of . be 
your continual Monitors; let the Cultivations 
of your Lands, pour plowing and ſowing, 
your reaping and gathering into Barns, and 
all your Labour and Toil of what kind ſoever, 
put you in mind of that Curſe that enſued 
Diſobedience; and from thence make theſe 
uſeful Inferences. If the Diſobedience of our 
firſt Parents has brought Labour and Toil and 
Sorrow upon all their Poſterity, who had no 
Hand in the Tranſgreſſion; how ought we, 
(now we are reſtored to a new Covenant, 
and are as capable to perform our Part of it, 
fo far as to be accepted, as Adam was to have 
kept the Law given him,) I ſay how ought we 
to labour after an Obedience to it, ſince we 
are thereby promiſed a much greater Happi- 
neſs than was loſt by our firſt Parents Tranſ- 
greſſion, and likewiſe as reaſonably threaten d 
upon our Diſobedience, greater Puniſhments, 
than Labour and Toil, and Temporal Death? 
Let the ſeveral Appearances in the Atmo- 
ſphere ſhew us how many Inſtruments God 
has implanted in Nature to fulfil and execute 
his Deſigns, which are all now umploy'd for 
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our Good, in being ſo many Admonitions to Wi 
us, to be in readineſs, when, and which way * WW 
ſoever, he ſhall order our Appearance before Wo (tt | 
him, to give up the Accounts of our Steward- 1 
ſhip, that we may then do it with Joy. 144 
** us, by obſerving the Uncertainty of the 4 
Air and Weather, and ſeeing how ſoon a clear 1 
Sky may become tempeſtuous, and a tempe- 1 
ſtuous one clear, be put in mind of the Uncer- 1 
tainty of all Worldly Affairs, and how ſoon . THY 1 
Profperity may be reduced to Adverſity, or Ad- {| 
ver/ity be ſucceeded with Proſperity, that we ll 
may neither be puft up by the one, nor 1 
too much dejected by the other. 14 
Let the Lights in the North put us in LY „ | |} 
that the Air may become capable to take Fire .- "Bu 
of the moſt irreſiſtible Force, whereby the Tit 
Earth and Waters may be reduced to Flames, ; BY | 
and be thereby thoroughly purg'd from all 1714 
things now offenſive in them; which I come Wl: | 
to conſider in the next 3 14 
: 1 
r 
N the Final W to be expefted. ES 
O W as our Atmoſphere has undergo 8 144 
the Changes aforeſaid, and is ſtill ſub- 1 
jected to further an as the Variable» $1171 
neſs of its preſent State may ſufficiently inform 
us: So what we are forctold of the Final 
- 1 Change | 


64 Of the Final Change. 
Change of Things in the Sacred Writings, we 
cannot at all doubt the Truth of them, no, 
if there were no other Things in Nature to 
convince us of their Veracity and Approach, 
But that the Courſe of Nature is drawing 
towards Diſſolution, alſo appears in the Na- 
ture and Conſtitution of Things, and will 
be manifeſt from the foregoing and following 
Conſiderations. ö 
WMWWe find, that the Nature of our Atmo- 
ſphere, thro the Changes thereof aforeſaid, 
is in a continual Perturbation, and without 
Reſt; and that in its Infancy, after the De- 
luge, it was more pure, till the deſtructive 
Particles, therein infus d, gathered Strength, 
as before obſerved, and came to a Maturity; 
which being ſtill hurried about in continual 
Agitations, producing the aforeſaid Phæno- 
mena, ſo theſe things are the Forerunners of 
the final Change to be expected: For any 
Cauſe of Inſtability implies Decay, and Decay 
always includes Imperfection and Unſted- 
faſtneſs; and where Perfection and Stedfaſt- 
neſs are wanting, there can be nothing durable 
and permanent; and what is not durable, muſt 
either in Time ceaſe to be, or the Cauſes of 
Inſtability, Decay, Imperfection, and Un- 
ſtedfaſtneſs be wholly remov'd. 
Thus we find by our ſelves that we are un- 
der continual Changes, from our coming into 
the World till our leaving it : And as the pre- 
ſent Changes we are ſubjected to, may con- 
vince us of our CE. by Death ; and as we 
are 


07 hs Final Change. 


7 r 8 * 2 
* 4 - * . — 1 * 1 
* E - : : 
* 8 . * 0 % * 
. . : Wes NH I of + 
Q = C 'T 
y _y . : at 
13h % - 439% . . * 
” » | N 
x : o L * ; 
. v 4-0 
i 
* * 
1 G 
o z L 
F \ 


aſſured from Chriſt of the certain emen . 
of the Dead, Who brought Life. and Immnr 114 
tality to Light; ſo by the various Changes of l 
the Earth, Air, and Waters, we may infer 14 


an unerring Conclufion, that they are drawing 


towards Diſolution; and as we have all the 885 I 


Reaſon in the World to believe. (from the beſt Wil | 
Authority that can- be given of future Events) - WY 
that our Bodies will be rais'd up again and re- 114 
newed, and rendered Permanent, Perfect. it; | 
Stedfaft and Undeciying, by being ſpiritualiz d 14 
and made durable, and not ſubject to any fur- 1 
ther Change; ſo duch a Change will paſs upon 114 
the whole Creation; for as all Things have 14 
been, with Man and thro Man, _ ſub- 14 
ject to Vanity, and do with him groan under 14 
the Bondage of Corruption, ſo they will alſo ; 1 | 
be delivered into the glorious Liberty Y an {ITY | 
Chilaren of God. Rom. viii. 21. | it 
So that a Reſtitution of all Things is folly - Og 14 
ſet forth to be expected after the laſta and final Fl 
Change, which we. find drawing on: Eve 14 
Age or Revolution of things, ſhews fe i! 
Changes, and muſt- * convince us z 
that = preſent State or Faſhron.of\ this World | 
paſſeth away, or that the Heavens, or open is 
Air, Hall wax old as doth a Garment, and as * 4 wy 
a Veſture will be folded up, wee fakes. it 


changed. Heb. i. 11, 12. Ping - + 1 
Now that the Atmoſphere of the Earth; 
or theſe Heavens here ſpoken. of, are waxing 
old, appears from the foregoing // Account: 

And tht pe mad of n 


ey 1080 


66 Of the Final Change. 
Heavens here intended by the Text, will 
eaſily appear both from Reaſon, and other 
lain Texts of Scripture: And firſt from Rea: | 
bn; let us then imagine Heaven, according 
to the generally receiv d Notion of the Word, 
a Place of Happineſs, the Throne of God, 
the Receptacle of Angels and Saints, as in 
Scripture it is frequently us'd to ſignify: But 
that this cannot be the Heavens here ſpoken 
of, we may aſſure ourſelves; becauſe ſuch an 
Abode, where never any thing but Purity, 
Perfectneſ, Truth, Love, Juſtice and Mer- 
ey, Wiſdom and Goodneſs were harboured, 
can never be ſubjected to Change or Diminu- 
tion; for where there is no Corruption there 
can be no Decay, no Alteration, and conſe- 
_ quently no Change to paſs upon it. And this 
the Allwife Creator has conſtituted in the 
very Nature and Reaſon of Things: And that 
this Interpretation of the Word Heavens, in 
this Place, is conſonant to other plain Texts 
4 Scripture, where it ſignifies the fame, will 
r from obſerving it us d, where the 
Words of the fame Sentence give it the felt- 
ſame Meaning. One Inftance will be ſuffici- 
ent from Rev. xix. 17. The Fowls are ſaid to 
fly in the Midft of Heaven. In which Sen- 
- tence what can be plainer than that this muſt 
ſignify the Atmoſphere of the open Air? Now 
having confidered in what "Senſe the Word 
Heaven is here to be underſtood; I come to 
; confider their waxing old, as doth a Garment, 
0 to my nns Accounts of the Ait's 
1 Perturbations, 
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perturbations, unconſtant and unſettled States 
thereby ſubjecting it to Decay. 
We may obſerve that every Thing of the 


Earth's Productions have their Time of coming 


to Maturity, producing their Species, and 
when old go to Decay and become at laſt only 
uſeful for Fuel: Thus a worn-out Garment 


becomes only fit to be folded up, and thrown 


aſide, or put to diſpatch out of the Way; and 
the Earth's Armoſphere, being likened to a 
Garment, from its cloathing or ſurrounding 
the Earth as a Garment covers us, is a very 
natural and agreeable Compariſon and its 


waxing old as one, muſt be a natural Reſult 


of its conſtant Viciſſitudes and Perturbations, 


whereby it is preparing for its Change: For 


Changeableneſs (as before obſerv'd) always 
implies Decay, and Decay always implies an 
Impoflibility of Perpetuity, in the State and 
Condition of ſuch Circumſtances: But as the 
Heavens thus wax old- as doth a Garment; and 
as a Veſture will be. folded up; it follows in 
the next Words, and they ſhall be changed. 
From which it may be obſerv'd that they 
ſhall not be totally conſum'd in evety Reſpect, 
but be changed or renewed, which St. Peter 
calls the ' Reſtitution . of all Things, As 


i. 21. Before which the Heavens and the 
Earth muſt undergo the Changes above men- 
tioned; which Change St. Peter in his ſecond 
E piſtle, chap. iii. ver. 10, informs us will be 
— a general Conflagration: : Tn the which the 
Heavens 9 paſs * * with 4 great Noiſe, 
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and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat : 
The Earth alſo and the Works that are therein 
ſhall be burnt up. Ver. 12. Wherein the - Hea- 
vens alſo being on Fire ſhall be difſolved, and 
the Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat. 
Ver. 13. Nevertheleſs we, according to his Pro- 
miſe, look for New Heavens, and a New Earth, 
wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs. 

From which it appears, that this Change 
will be wrought in the Elements of Earth, 
Air, and Water, which will be ſo refined 
that all Deſtructiveneſs, Diſorder, Offenſive- 
neſs, and Inſtability, with all their Cauſes 
will be taken away: This Fire will purge and 
refine all the Elementary Bodies of Heaven 
and Earth, and clear them from all manner 
of Infections and Annoyances; and as refin'd 
Gold it will come forth of this fiery Globe; 
for this will try the Purity of all the Subſtan- 
ces that ſhall be found in the Heavens and the 
Earth, and every Thing that is any ways im- 
pure, by this Purgation will have all its Im 
rity deſtroy d; and all the Droſs of — 
ction will be wholly burnt up, ſo that the Re- 
mains ſhall come forth as Gold perfectly puri 
fied; and as a Bride adorned * her Holland, 
become the Place of the Church Triumphant, 
being now fitted for Chrift and his Spouſe, 
into which again no unclean thing can enter; 


ſo that Whatfoever worketh Abominatzon or 


maketh a Lie can have no Part, nor make 
any abode here for ever; but will be caſt out 


as not fit ne for theſe Regions thus 
refined; 


\ 
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refined; where the Preſence of the Lord God 
and the Lamb are the Light of it; ſo that 
whatſoever things are not pure, or thoſe who, 
are not refined from Sin by timely Repentance, 
and a due Diſpoſition of habitual Virtue, will 
be ſo far from an Agreeableneſs to this 'Place 
of Purity, that their Diſpoſitions of them- 
ſelves will cauſe them to fly from and avoid it, 
as naturally as the Impurity of the whole 
Maſs had ſeparated itſelf from that which 
would abide this fiery Tryal, and remain pure. 
But whither can the Wicked fly, when there. 
is no Habitation or Abode fit for them ? There 
can then be nothing elſe to receive them but 
the“ Vacuum of the Univerſal Space, where 
there is nothing but Blackneſs of Darkneſs. 
for ever, &c. Let us now confider the Words 
of St. Peter before mentioned in his Deſcrip- 
tion of the general Conflagration: In ubich 
the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe. 
By paſſing away it ſeems to me as if the Air 
or Atmoſphere (here called Heaven) would be 
wholly conſum'd, which alſo ſeems agreeable 
8 thoſe Texts in the Revelations of St. Fohn, 

21. Ver. 23. And the City bad no need 
of 2 Sun, DTS of the Moon to ſhine in it; 
for the Glory of Ged did lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the Light thereof. And Chap. 22, 
Ver. 5. is to the ſame Purpoſe : And there. 
ſhall be no Night there, and they need no Candle 
neither Light of the Sun ; for the Lord God 


giveth them Light ; and they 2 * for 
ever and ever. 


B 5 But 
* See my Opinion thereof in my former Diſcourſe. 
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But it may be aſk'd how I would infer from : 


this that the Atmoſphere ſhould be deſtroyed 
or taken away? I anſwer, becauſe that the 
Atmoſphere is deſign'd to collect the Lights 
of the Luminaries; and as the Occaſion for 
their Lights will ceaſe, fo it is probable, the 
Cauſe of Admiſſion thereof will ceaſe likewiſe; 
for tho' the Sun and Moon ſhould be continu'd 


after this final Cataſtrophe, yet without this 


Globe's Atmoſphere was alſo continued, their 
Rays and Light could not be#entertained; and 
as there will be no need of them, ſo no Cauſe 
left to receive them. No need of them, be- 
cauſe now it 1s ſupply'd with infinitely refined 
Spiritual Light, far exceeding all Material 
ones; even the tranſcendent Glories of the 
Beatifick Viſion, which none can behold but 
thoſe who have kept themſelves undefiled 
from the World, or that have in Time relin- 
quiſhed and abhorred their former Defilements. 

And why may we not as well imagine the 
Atmoſphere of the Air to be deſtroyed, as 
all the Waters of the Ocean? For we are in- 
formed from St. Ne Viſion of the New 


Heaven and Earth, 


purge away all Impurity ſhall be made capable 
to diſſolve all the Waters of the Seas, we may 
imagine that the Air may more eafily be diſ- 


ſolved by its YN and Fury, which in all 
probability 


* Witneſs, Ache Fire nor Candle will continue tq burn | 
without Air, and conſequent!y neither Light nor Heat Will be 


entertain'd without it ; and therefore alſo, when the, Atmoſphere 
is wholly Geſtroy ed or changed the Fire will cole 


Rev. xxi. 1. That there 
vas 70 more Sea, And if the Fire that thall 
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probability will be the firſt thing that will 


take Fire; for there is very good reaſon to ſup- 
poſe it, if we conſider the dreadful Effects 
of Lightning, which is generated in the Air, 
than which there is no material Fire upon 
this Globe, that we are acquainted with, more 
powerful: Of which kind we may ſuppoſe 
that to be, which was ſent from Heaven, (or 
out of the Atmoſphere of the Air) by God's 
Appointment, to conſume Elijab's Sacrifice, 
with the- Wood, the Stones, and the Duſt, 
1 Kings xviii. 38. Aud lickd up with it the 
twelve Barrels of Water that were pour d _ 
the Sacrifice, and ran round the Trench 

the Altar. And if this Fire ſent from God, 
bred and contracted in the Air, had ſo pow- 
erful an Effect as at once to conſume with 


the Sacrifice, the Wood, Stones, and Duſt ; of 


what prodigious Force mult that Fire be, when 
once the whole Atmoſphere of the Globe ſhall 
be prepared, by ſulphurous Efluvias, to take 
Fire all at once? And as God has always made 
uſe of ſuch kind of Fire, to execute his Pur- 


poſes of Judgments, or Examples of Terror 


to Sinners; ſo this may inform us, that the 


Air may be made capable to take the firf 
is. 
likewiſe agreeable to St. Peter's Account; be- 


Fire in the general Conflagration. And this i 


ing by him mentioned as the firſt thing that 
ſhould take Fire; And the Heavens Pall aſs 


RC great Noiſe And how dreadiul 


that Noiſe be, when the whole Atmo- 
| ſphere that ſurrounds the Earth ſhall be all in 
E 4. | Flames, 
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Flames, by ſuch ſulphurous Particles, of 
which Lightning and the dreadful Effects of 
it are only ſmall Repreſentations? | 
With what amazing Force then will theſe 
piercing Flames eject their bituminous Caſcades 
into both Earth and Seas? Then will the pro- 
digious Quantities of the Salts and Sulphurs 
within the boiling Ocean, with the Oils of the 
Finny Inhabitants and Waters themſelves, take 
Fire, and diſperſe their Flames thro' the Earth 
and Air, with ſuch Rage and Fury that will 
be beyond all Expreſſion. or Conception; 
for then all the Parts of the whole. Earth, 
Air, and Seas, will be as one great Furnace or 
Globe of Fi ire; ſo that the moſt terrible Re- 
preſentations, of what we are now acquainted 
with, will come vaſtly ſhort of ſtriking the 
Imagination with any competent Idea of it. 
Now in this Conflagration all things are upon 
Tryal; whatever is any ways impure, noxious, 
or offenſive, muſt now be deſtroy d; all Me- 
tals and Minerals will now undergo that Pur- 
gation, that all the Refiners upon Earth were 
not capable to produce, in one ſingle Inſtance, 
of an Ounce of their moſt refined Gold; ſo that 
no Impurity will remain unconſumed, no not 
any thing but what 1s pure, and permanent, 
durable, and not ſubject to Diminution, Alte- 
ration, or Change: For the Heavens being on 
Fire ſhall be diſſolved, and the Elements ſhall 
melt with fervent Heat. Nevertheleſs we, ac- 
cording to bis Promiſe, look for New —_— 
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and a New Earth, wherein dwelleth Rig bre 


» 


Now in the preſent State of Changeableneſi 


of Earth, Air and Waters, there is no Perfe- 


ction to be expected, but an imperfect Endea- 
your after it, with groaning within ourſelves, 
waiting for the Adoption, to wit the Re 

tion of our Body, which muſt likewiſe under- 
go a ſuitable Change, and a Diſſolution of all 
Corruptions, after a Life of im Obedi- 
ence to the Goſpel Precepts, before it can be 
made a fit Inhabitant of theſe bliſsful Regions: 
Theſe new Heavens and new Earth thus puri- 
fied is now fitted for the Abode of the Heaven- 
ly Hoſt, and to entertain the Glory of God 
in Fulneſs of Luſtre, where he will manifeſt 
himſelf to thoſe, who, by patient continuing 
in well-doing, have ſought for Honour, and 
Glory, and Immortality; tor whom he has now 
prepared Eternal Life, by rendring them, and 
their Abode, perfectly refined, and having 
wholly remov d all Subjectneſs to Change and 
Alteration; and therefore now made them in- 
capable of future Frailty or Decay. © 

And now we have taken a View of the 

ſent State- of -the Changeableneſs and Imper- 
fection of the whole Material Creation belong+ 


ing to us, or out Globe, we may, from hence, 


infer that the World could not be from Eter- 
nity, as ſome have falſely inſinuated, hot in 
its preſent Circumſtances can it continue pet- 
petually, See the next Marginal Note.” 
"And from che great” and final” Change 
6-43 | ; | to 
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9 be expected, St. Peter very wiſely infers by 


an Interrogation, 2 Peter iii. 11. What man- 
ner of Perſons ought ye to be in all holy Con- 
verſation and Godlineſs? And then having aſ- 
ſured us of God's Promiſe of New Heavens 
and a New Earth, wherein dwelleth Righ- 
teouſneſs; he adds again by way of Inference: 
Wherefore, Beloved, ſeeing that ye look for fuch 
Things, be diligent that ye may he found of him 
in Peace, without Spot, and blameleſs. _ 
Thus the Expectation of this final Change 
ſhould put us upon Conſideration that we ought 
to ſpend this ſhort and uncertain Life in 
Preparation for this certain Change, weaning 
our Affections from theſe fading, decaying 
and tranſitory Things, and be induc'd to frive 
after that Purity, that holy Converſation and 
Godlineſs, that may fit us for that Place of un- 
changeable Happineſs, where no Uncleanneſs 
can ever enter; for in the new Heavens and 
new Earth only dwelleth Righteouſneſs, and 
without Holineſs no Man can ſee the Lord. 
With what circumſpe&t Watchfulneſs then 
ought we to guard againſt all manner of Im- 
purity and Uncleanneſs ; and with what un- 
wearied Diligence ſhould we ſtrive to purify 
our Hearts from evil Concupiſcence, Cove- 
touſneſs, which is Idolatry, inordinate Aﬀe- 
ions, Envy, Hatred and Malice? And how 
| ſhould we endeavour to excel in all Chriſtian 
Virtues, in a general good Will to all Men, 
and in a true Endeavour to doall the good we 
can in promoting the Happineſs of all as far 


Of the Final Change. 
as our Abilities will reach, whether in Tem- 
poral or Spiritual Affairs; but eſpecially in 
Spiritual ? To which we ſhould have a View 
in all our Tranſactions, being the chief End 
of our Creation; for was it not for the things 
of Futurity and Eternity, who could be fond 
of being here, for ſo ſhort a Space, filled with 
Trouble, Care, and Perplexities ; which can 
only be alleviated to a Chriſtian, thro the Ex- 
pectation of the permanent and laſting and in- 
expreſfible Glories of that happy Eſtate of 
Perfection and Purity to be enjoy d in theſe 
new Heavens and new Earth: Which Eſtate 
to be expected, one would think, no one 
could call in Queſtion. I profeſs, I as fully 
expect and depend upon it, as I look for the 
Revolutions of Times and "Seaſons, and the 
Returns of Day and Night, and wiſh my Ar- 
guments may prevail againſt any Unbelief of 
theſe things, if any ſuch they ſhall meet with, 
and that they may have force to prevail with 
Men to an honourableRegard of the Authority 
of the ſacred Scriptures, that reveal thoſe thin 
to us, and which, if well weighed and rightly 
underſtood, do not interfere with right Reaſon; 
for if it is plain from Reaſon (as you ſee it really 
is) that the Faſhion of this #orl@ paſſeth away, 
then the preſent Things thereof — come to 
a. Concluſion, and therefore they muſt (as 
above e have a l * and if 2 
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76 Of the Final Change. 
had a Beginning, therefore they had a Creator; : 
and as they had a Creator, undoubtedly this 
Creator would not create them and Reaſonable 
Inhabitants, and leave them without Govern- 
ment and a Declaration of his Vill: And 
that the Writings of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment are the Declarations of his Will appears 
from their being the only Platform of the beſt 
Laws that could be poſſibly compos'd, and 
from their Superiority to all Human In. 
vention; witneſs the Darkneſs and Ignorance 
of thoſe Nations that do want them, or are. 
deprived of having them in their own. 
Language : not to mention the many Mira- 
cles that accompanied the Promulgation of 
them. With what Courage therefore ſhould. 
we give all Diligence to be found of Chrift in 
Peace, without Spot and blamelejſs, that we may 
receive an Admiſſion into thoſe new Heavens: - 
and new Earth? The Glories of which I come. 
now to conſider. | 


8 ECT. 


Things, and for the very fame Reaſons, to have a Beginning; 
for whatever will end muſt begin, and none but a neceſſary Be- 
ing could be without Beginning; and that neceſſary Being 
which is without Beginning muſt be neceſſarily always the 
ſame, and therefore unchangeable and without End; and this. 
our Bleſſed Saviour declares himſelf, when he faid, I am Alpha. 
and Omega, the Beginning and the End, the Firſt and the * | 
Rev. xxli. 13. But tho" the aforeſaid Argument will really 
prove that whatſoever will. end muſt begin; yet this will pat | 
imply that whatſoever began muſt end. *Tis only the Cir- : 
cumſtances of the preſent State of Affairs that prove the Con- 
cluſion or End of them, which notwithſtanding may be capahle 
| th/he-renewed, and made permanent, 
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Of a N ed Heaven and a Mew Earth. 


HAVE before endeavoured to make it 
appear probable that by the Purification 
of the Heavens and the Earth by Fire, the 
Air or Atmoſphere, there called Heaven, 
would be wholly taken away, as being of no 
uſe to the refined Inhabitants of the new 

Heaven and new Earth, now become fo tho- 
roughly chang d, that no Footſteps of former 
Things can be diſcovered. But if the Earth 
ſhall be fo refined, and yet every Thing re- 


main that was found to be pure and no ways 


corruptible, and only that; it may be aſk d, 
How could the Earth's Atmoſphere be wholly 
taken away, when in its primitive Purity, it is 
obſerved before, to be in a State of perfect In- 
offenſiveneſs, till infected by deſtructive Par- 
ticles and Effluvias diſperſed into it by after 
Contingencies, that enſued Man's Piſobedi- 
ence? And therefore why might not it ald 
undergo a Purgation as well as the Earth, 
and {till remain, and ion pon 88 
The very fame Queſtion might be aſł d con- 
en oh oe but St. John, in his Vifion 
'of the new Heaven and Earth, fays, For the 


firſt Heaven and the firft Earth were paſſed u- 


way, and there Was 70 more Sea. Now we may 
11 f 1 1 7 4 obſerve 
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78 Of a New Heaven 


- obſerve from this the Change that paſs d upon 
the Whole; The firſt Heaven and the firſt 
Earth were paſſed away, that is, as St. Paul 
ſtiles it, Heb. i. 12, folded up as a Veſture 
and changed. But it may be aſk'd, how changed 
or folded up? It may again be anſwer'd, - not 
only from Impurity to Perfectneſe, but alſo 

from the Fluidity of Air and Waters to the 
reſt of Solids, there now remaining no Oe- 
caſion of their Fluidity's Continuance, tho re- 
fined to ever ſo great a Degree; for as the In- 
habitants of this bleſſed Place have no need of 
Sun, Moon, or Candle for Light, ſo have 
they no need of Air to breathe in, nor in this 
State no need of Water for any Uſes for 
which it was here ſerviceable: For the Inhabi- 
tants of this new Heaven and new Earth are 
not now ſupported by the Supplies of Food 
for Nouriſhment, Air to breathe in, or Waters 
to drink; ſo that their Bodies are alſo fo 
changed, that they do not now hve by the 
Circulation of the Blood and Fluids, which 
will likewiſe be changed and ſpiritualiz d; 
for their Food is all Spiritual, and their 
Drink the Waters of Life. 5 
But it may again be objected, If the Purity 
of the Air and Waters be hereby reduc'd into 
perfect pure Solids, ſince the Atmoſphere: of 
the Air is the Heaven here ſpoken of, then 
muſt this Heaven, by being thus changed, 


be wholly removed and deſtroyed, as to its 
encompaſſing the Earth as a Garment : What 
then will be the new Heaven ? * 

| 0 


and a New Earth. | 29 


there will be no more Occaſion for this At- 
moſphere (as before obſerv'd) fo this will be 
ſupply'd by the Preſence of God and Chriſt; 
whoſe Glory ſhall illuminate it: Every thing 
being removed, that before prevented their 
molt immediate Preſence, now admit it in 
1 of Glory, and is the new Feruſalens 

ng down from God out of Heaven prepar d 
Jon Bride adorned for her Huſband, Rev. Xxi. 2. 
Thus God's Preſence in Fulneſs of Gloty is 
the Ornament of this new Earth, fo 
as to become the Habitation of God's Gl 
which is the Wonder of the Heavenly Ho 


and is repreſented by a great Voice from He- | 


ven, breaking out into Admiration, Ver. 3. 
Behold ! The Tabernacle of God is «with Men, 


and he will dwell with them ; and they ſhall be 


his People, and God _— ſoall be with _— 
and be their God. 


Here we may b The Sakirmanh of 


God is with Men, &c. that is, the Fulnefs 
of his Glory is now manifeſted to thoſe who 
have eſcaped the Pollutions of the World, 
whom he has now brought out of the 
of Corruption into glorious Liberty, and mad 
meet Partakers of the Glories of his Preſence 
in its fulleſt Splendor; which Tabernacle of his 
Preſence 


. Hence we may learn that the nearer we arrive to deny our 
ſelves of the Corruptions, and the nearer we come td a 
Spirit of Purity, the more we may expect of the Divine Pre- 


ſence, Comfort, preſent Satisfaction of Mind and Foretaſtes 


of thoſe unſpeakable Delights to be enjoy'd in the Fulneſs 
r and Preſence; when all — — 
indrances to ſpiritual Pleaſures, ſhall no more be a T 


. the Fleſh, nor a Meſſenger from Satan to buffet us. 
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80 Of a New Heaven 
Preſence, Brightneſs and Glory encompaſſing 
the new Earth, thus refined from all things 
that obſtructed his glorious Appearance, is 
now become the new Heaven, 'wherein dwel- 
leth Righteouſneſs, where there ſhall be no more 
Death, Sorrow, Crying nor Pain again for ever; 
all Tears being wiped away from the Eyes of the 
Inhabitants of theſe Celeſtial Regions, Ver, 4. 
For God faith, Ver 6. Iwill give unto bim 
that ts a-thirſt ( after Righteouſneſs) of the 
Fountain of the Water of Life freely. ors 
Ver 7. He that overcometh ſhall inherit all 
things, and I will be his God and he ſhall be my 
Son. Thus thoſe, who by ſignalizing them- 
ſelves in departing trom the enticing Corru 
tions and Gratifications of their ſenſual Appe- 
tites, who regard and are governed by the Dic- 
tates of God's Spirit upon them here, ſhall be 
entertained in theſe Heavenly Manſions newl 
prepared for the Reception of whatſoever ſhall 
befor found fitted thro Purity to inhabit them. 

Ver. 8. But the Fearful, Unbelieving, and 
the Abominable, and Murderers, and Whore- 
mongers, and Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and all 
Liars, ſhall have their Part in the Lake, 
which burneth with Fire and Bri mftone: M. hich | 
is the Second Death. 

So that none can have any Admittance 


here, but thoſe whoſe Endeavours after Purity, 


by Spiritual-mindedneſs, are become fit to 
have all Impurity remov'd from them, thro 
the perfect Obedience of Chriſt made over to 
them; for by their former Endeavours after 

Perfection, 


perfection, they do now reap the End of their 


Aims; and have the Promiſes of the Goſpel, 


which they truſted in and rely'd on, made 


good to em; whichthoſe who lighted and diſ- 
regarded em can have no Part in; and becauſe 


they preferr'd their impure Practices, and the. 


Gratification of their Luſts and Senſualities, 
before Endeavours after Purity, and a Thirſt 
after Righteouſneſs, therefore they can have 
no Entrance here; but will naturally fly off 
from this Place of Spiritual Pleaſures and De- 
lights with a Vis centrifuga, or a Natural 


Tendency to avoid that which now their 


ſettled Diſpoſitions will for ever continue their 
Averſion to: So that they will of courſe be 
caſt out of this happy Place into the Lake 


which burns with Fire and Brimſtone, or into 


Outer Darkneſs, or the Vacuum of the Uni- 
verſal Space, or Bottomleſs Pit, where the 
molt terrifying Worm of Conſcience, which 
will never die, and the dreadful Confinement 
from Place, Light, and Comfort, will be 
that Bituminous Fuel which their final Impe- 


nitency has ſet an Fire by everlaſting Madneſs, ' 
and Diſtraction of utter Deſpair, even ſuch 


a Fire that can never be quenched. | 
For into this Place of Purity nothing can 
come now to render it otherwiſe : All thoſe 


Vollies of Oaths, and horrid Execrations ſent. 


up- into the Atmoſphere of the Air, either 


upon Sea or Land, which were enough to 


render the Air impure, if not infectious; alſo 
thoſe noxious Effluvias that had diſperſed 
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82 Of a New Heaven | 
- themſelves into it thro' Diſeaſes contracted by 
Vice, are now thoroughly deſtroyed and fent 
off from the Globe in the general Conflagra- 
tion ; and thoſe who had not in Time forſaken 
their Defilements, and made Choice of Purit 
in Oppoſition to them, mult take their Flight 
with them, from this new Heaven and Earth, 
where the Tabernacle of God is fix 'd, and his 
glorious Preſence gives Fulneſs of Joy, and is 
the new Heaven that now encompaſleth this 
new and purified Earth, which we find de- 
ſcrib'd in St. ohn, in the foremention'd 
Rev. xxi. from Ver. 10, in ſuch lofty and 
Spiritual Flights, that one wou'd think ſhou'd 
incite all Men and Women to long after it, and. 
to exert their utmoſt Diligence and Induf 

to attain it, in that proper Method of en- 
deavouring after that Purity of Life, which 
can only qualify us for Admittance into it. 
Let us then take a View of this Deſerip- 
tion: We find St. John, Ver 10. was carried 
away in the Spirit to a great and high Moun- 
tain, and was ſhewed that great G55 the 
Holy Feruſalem, N out of Heaven 
from God. 

Now we may obſerve, before he could have 
the Viſion hereof, he muſt be fitted for it, by 
ſuch a Proportion of the Spirit as would raiſe 
his Mind from the low and groveling Objects 
of Senſe to high and Spiritual ones, which is 
expreſs d by a great and high Mountain: In 
which ſpiritualiz d State he could only be ca- 
Ng to take ſo tranſcendent a View of the 

Glories 


and a New Earth. 8 33 
Slories of this ſpiritually refined City, the 
Holy Feruſalem, deicendin g out of! 
from God. 

Ver. 11. a the Glory 7 God: Ant 
her Light was lite unto a —4 moſt precious, 
even like a Jaſper Stone, clear as CN al. 

Here the firſt thing obſerved in this City, 
is the Glory of God, which is fully manifeſted 
in it, which is the only Fountain from whence 
flow Streams of Pleaſures, ' Delights, and Sa- 
tisfactions, to all its Inhabitants, who all re- 
ceive as great a Fulneſs-thereof as their Spiri- 
tual Capacities are able to entertain; ſo that 
according to their Enlargement in improving 
their Talents, ſo much will their Spirits be 
enlarged to receive of the Fulneſs of this 
Glory. The Light here ſpoken of, like a 
Stone moſt precious, ſeems to be ſpoken Alle- 
gorically (which is what the Spirit of God 
in the Scriptures. frequently makes uſe of) to 
repreſent things to us in fuch wiſe as may 
beſt ſuit our preſent Apprehenfions' and Con- 
ceptions; and in this Phraſe is repreſented the 
Purity and Perfection of its Light, as not 
being ſubject to the leaſt Mixture of any Ob- 
ſurity, by being likened to a — moſt 
precious, even a Jaſper clear as Cryſtal. 

Ver. 12. And had & Wall great and high, 
and had twelve Gates, and at the Gates N 
Angels, and Names written thereon, which art 
* Names of. tbe rte T iber Pf the — 
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7 ds Of a New Heaven | 
_ - repreſented ; by the twelve Gates, the En- 
trance into it. The twelve Angels have the 
Authority of admitting into it, ſuch as ſhall- 
be qualify'd, whoſe Names are repreſented by 
the Names of the twelve Tribes of Vael, 
being thoſe whoſe Names are written on the 
Gates, even all who have diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves, by Purity of Life, to become the true 
Children of Jrael; for theſe are Heirs of the 
Promiſe ; for they are not all Irael, which 
are of Ifael. Rom. ix. 6. 
Ver. 13. On the Eaſt three Gates ; on the 
North three Gates ; on the South three Gates ; E | 
and on the Weſt three Gates. - 3 
By the Number of Gates at each Quarter I 1 
is repreſented an Entrance or Admiſſion into 
it, tor all Kingdoms, Nations, and Languages, 
that ſhall be found worthy of it: For of all 
Nations, thoſe that fear him and work Righ- 
teouſueſs are accepted with him. Acts x. 35. 
Ver. 14. Aud the Wall of the City had 
twelve Foundations, and in them the Names of 
be twelve Apoſiles of the Lamb, © 
Buy the Wall of the City, I have before 
obſerv'd, is ſignified its Strength and Defence, 
whereby nothing is to be admitted there but 
Purity ; and here by the twelve Foundations, 
in which were the Names of the twelve Fir wat 
ftles of the Lamb, may be underſtood, that 


Chriſt, who is ſtil d # Lamb, has laid the 
Foundation of his Spiritual Kingdom in the 
Purity of the Doctrine of his twelve Apoſtles, 
and the Powers he had inveſted them with, 


whereby 


and a New Earth. * 
* whereby to perſuade Mankind to accept of 


this Kingdom prepared for them, 
Ver. 15. And he that talked with me had a 


thereof and the Wall thereof. | 

By the golden Reed to meaſure with, may 
be underſtood, the Juſt and Righteous Judg- 
ment that ſhall be executed in receiving all the 
Worthy into it, thro' the Gates thereof, or 
by an Obedience or Conformity to the Do- 
drine of his Apoſtles, viz. of Purity of Life, 
which was to be meaſured by a Reed of Gold, 
as an unerring Meaſure, by which the Strength 
of its Wall ſhould not fuffer by any Impurities 
being admitted into it. 

Ver. 16. And the City lieth four-ſquare, 
and the Length is as large as the Breadth ; and 
he meaſured the City with the Reed, Fwekve 
Thouſand Furlongs: The Length, and Breadth, 
and Height of by are equal. © 

By the City's lying four- ſquare, may repre- 


ſent the four times three Gates, to receive all 


roperl ified from all Quarters. By the 
Meaſure Fir twelve thouſand Furlon 5 
probably ſignify the large Extent oſ the twelve 

Apoſtles Commiſſion, in which (Commiſſion 
being received from Chriſt) conſiſted the 
City's Length and Breadth and Height; which 
being egual, may ſhew the Equality of Ac- 


| 2 of all 4 into it, who are fitted 
for it, * ag their Actions to the 
0 


Purity Apo ſes 


Ver. 17. And be mee he nen u N 


golden Reed to meaſure the City, and the Gates 
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86 a Meu Heaven 
an hundred and forty and four Cubits, accore 
ding to the Meaſure of a Man, that is, of : the 
Angel. 

By the Meaſure of the Wall, (the Strength 
and Defence of the City) we may obſerve 
Ver. 14, That it is ſaid to have twelve Foun- 
dations, and in each the Names of the twelve 
Apoſtles of the Lamb: Which Number of 
twelve times twelve, exactly makes up the 
Number of Cubits by its Meaſure, an hundred 
forty and four; which ſhews that the Strength 
of the Wall, the Defence of the City, con- 
fiſted in that Purity, which the Apoſtles had, 
thro' Chriſt, inculcated upon Mankind, which 
Was ſo reaſonable and natural to be received, 
believed, and admitted, that it is here ſtiled 
the Meaſure of a Man, and yet ſo angelical 
and divine, by making Men and Angels fit 
Companions, that they are joyn'd together, by 
way of Explication, that. is, of the Angel: 
And as their Doctrines. were vatural when re- 
vealed, ſo thoſe who never enjoy'd the Advan- 
tages of this Revelation, but have by Nature 
ſought after their Purity, wilt alſo be admit- 
ted; when thoſe, who have been invited. by 
Goſpel Offers, will be rejected for their Non- 
acceptance of its:Invitations. 

Ver 18. And the Building of the Wall was 
of Fafper, and the City = pure Gold hs 
unto clear Glaſs, _ | 

As the Light of the City was before liken' 4 ; 
unto a Jaſper clear as Cryſtal, ſo here tha 

Wall alſo is ſaid to be built of it, which-tome 


plainty 


and a New Earth 87 
plainly intimates, that that ſpiritual Light 
of the Preſence of God is the Wall or De- 
tence of it, whereby it is preſerv'd from all 
Attempts of Darkneſs or approach of Enemies, 
whoſe Works will not bear this Light: And 
the City was pure Gold like unto clear Glaſs, 
which is again repeated in theſe Words, 
Ver 21, And the Street of the City was pure 
Gold as it were tranſparent Glaſs. * 

In which Words we have a Deſcription of 
the Purity of the new Earth, the Subſtance 
of which was now ſo thoroughly refin'd from 
droſſy or heterogeneous Particles, that the pureſt 
Gold that can be here procured is not compa- 
rable to it; for the very Surface of the new 
Earth, or the Street of the City, is not only 
pure Gold, but tranſparent, as the pureſt Glaſs; 
ſo that tho' the Subſtance of the Globe, in Earth, 
Air, and Waters remain, it is ſo far renewed, 
changed, and * tranſmuted, that all its Sub- 
ſtance is become homogeneous and tranſparent, 
that there is no Footſteps of former Things 
to be ſeen, for the former things are paſſed a- 
way, as we have it in the 4th Verſe of this | 
G fi 5 

Ver 19, 20. And the Rania of the 
Mall of the City were garniſhed with all manner | 
of precious Stones, The - firſt 3 was 
Faſper ; the "a f K. | 
« „ by the Art of Chymiltry, 
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88 07 a New Heaven 


Here is a Continuation of the Repreſents- 
tion of the Purity and Perfections of the 
City's Defence, by the Foundations of the 
Wall thereof, being each Foundation garniſh- 
ed with all manner of precious Stones; which 
he goes on to rehearſe throughout the twelve 


Foundations, which are before obſerved to 


have the Names of the twelve Tribes of Tirael 


written thereon ; or the Names of thoſe who 
by Purity of Life have made themſelves the 
true and ſpiritualiz d Mraelites. Now theſe 
Foundations being garniſned with all manner 
of precious Stones, may ſignify that all man- 
ner of People and N ations, who have endea- 


voured after Purity of Life, will be the Gueſts 


to furniſh and garniſh this City's Walls. For 
our Saviour tells us that many ſhall come from 
the Eaſt, Weſt, North, and South, and fit dun 
with Abraham, Jſaac, and Jacob, in the Man- 
fions of Bliſs, hen (many of) the Children of 
the Kingdom (or thoſe that had had the Law 
and Goſpel revealed to them) vill be cafe out 
(for their Diſobedience thereto.) 

Ver. 2 1. And the twelve Gates were ede 
Pearls: Every ſeveral Gate was of one Pearl: 


And the Street of the City was ꝙ pure Gold as 


it were tranſparent Glaſs. 
| Now the twelve Gates which are obſerved to 
fienify the Admiſſion of all Nations into the 
City, which ſhall be tound qualified, as before 
noted, are here ſaid to conſiſt of twelve Pearls; 
and every ſeveral Gate being of one Pearl, 
may ſignify to us, that tho People of all Na- 


and u New Barth. 


1 of Perſons, yet as to their Actions 
be alike refined from the Droſs of Impu- 


* as Pearls are from the Droſs of groſſer 


Matter: For even the very Street of the City 


(or the Surface of the new Earth, ) is now tho- 


roughly refined and purified from all Imper- 
fection, or the leaſt remaining Particles to 


render it ſubject to further Change or Altera. 


tion ; for whatever had before made it liable 
to it, is now wholly remov'd,. ſo that now 
its Purity appears in Tranſparency ; even'as 


the Imperfections of Man's Holineſs now be- 


come perfect; ſo that nothing but Perſection 
remains either in the neu Heaven or Barth ot 
in their Inhabitants. 
Ver. 22. And I ſaw no Temple er 
the Lord God Almighty and * Lamb are oo 
Temple of it. 


The Temple- of Solomon, in Feruſalem, in 
all its Splendor and Glory, wherein God ma- 


nifeſted ſome imperfect Ideas of his Preſence 


to thoſe who ſought after him, had a very im- 


perfect Repreſentation of that Fulneſs of Glo- 
ry here to be exhibited in this new Feruſalem, 


where the Lord God and the Lamb are them- 


ſelves become the very Temple of it, wherein 
their unſpeakable Glories are manifeſted, from 


whence flow thoſe Fulnefs of Pleaſures, which 


alone can ſatisfy all the Deſires and Longings 


of thoſe who are weary and tired, 4 


thirſted after this Place of Reſt, and have 
* nn in order ä 
ow 
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tions may have Admittance there, without 
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Now who can hope or wiſh for more than 
the glorious Preſence of God's infinite Perſe- 
ctions, to fill the whole City, or new Earth, 


(the Holy Jeruſalem) with his tranſcendent 


Light and Glories? How will all Hearts here 
be filled with the greateſt Tranſports of Joy 


and Gladneſs? In what Pleaſure hen will be 
extracted from theſe Inhabitants, the higheſt 
Extaſies of Gratitude and Praiſe? In what 


Raptures of Joy then will the Heavenly Choir 
excite each other to united Harmony, conti- 
pually raiſing and augmenting theſe ſpiritually 
raviſhing Delights? For the Beatifick Viſion 
of the Fulneſs of God's Glory will not only 
kindle theſe tranſcendent Joys, but will con- 
tinue to encreaſe and preſerve them without 
Wearineſs and without End. 

Ver. 23. has been occaſionally conſidered 
before, I ſhall therefore proceed to, 

Ver. 24. And the Nations of them that are 
ſaved ſhall walk in the Light of. it: And the 
Kings of the Earth do bs ng tbeir cu and 
Honour into it. 

By the Nations of them that are faved, 


may be underſtood, the Righteous of all 


Nations, who have directed ” Lives accar- 


ding to the beſt Light they had: Theſe ſhall 


now. be admitted to walk in the Light of it, 

where even the Kis of the Earth do * their 
Glary and Honour, which are here ſwallowed 
up in F orgetfulneſs with the more tranſcendent 
Glories of this happy State; which all the Art 
of 0 and Rhetorick can never ſuffici- 
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ently deſetibe; and Which Eye has not ſeen 
nor Far heard, nor the Heart of Man . 
eerved, © 
Ver. 25. And the Gates of it ſhall not be 
Pu at al by Dey: For there ſhall be no Night 

there. 

So then there is no dang ger of the ap 
of Enemies to deprive ches Inhabitants of the 
Glory and Honour they are now given the 
Poſſeſſion of; the City's Defence is the Glory 
of God and the Lamb, unto which no Impu- 
rity, no Darkneſs, not Night can for ever re- 
turn. 

Ver. 26. And they ſhall bring the Glory and 
Honour of the Nations into it. 

By the Glory and Honour of the Nations 
here, I think, may be underſtood all Puri- 
ty and Virtue, which is the Honour and 
Glory of all N ations; which ſhall here- be 
made perfect, and receive the fulleſt Luſtre 
and Beauty. For 
Ver 27. There Gall in no wiſe enter i 
any thing that defileth, neither whatſoever 
worketh Abomination, or maketh a Lie: But 
they which are written in the Lamb's Book of 
Lic. 

Thus into this Place of Purity none can ap- 
proach, who have made their Hearts the Nur- 
ſeries of Vice and Profaneneſs, by rejecting tha 


terl 
thei Inj uities, and by giving a deaf Ear to the 
Voice of the Charmer, tho be charmed never 
fo wiſely; Theſe certainly can now no more 


bear 


—— God's Spirit with them, and ut- 
fing to hear Nis Calls, and to forkks 


Ne ANC — 
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bear the Glories of God in the Perfection of 
Holineſs, than a Fiſh can live upon dry Land 
in the ſcorching Heat of the Sun, uſe 
the inſeparable Conſequences of contracted 


Habits are to render whatever is con- 


trary to them, entirely diſagreeable; and it 
being now become impoſſible to caſt off that 
which was thoroughly fixed in the Diſpoſition 


of the Soul, it muſt remain for ever under the 


neceſſary Conſequences that Vice has involy'd - 
it in; for irreclaimable Vice is of ſo deep-a 


Dye of Darkneſs, that it will admit of no 
Rays of Light. Thoſe therefore, and only 
thoſe, that have made choice to walk in the 
Light and Truth in this Life, can bear the 
Light of God's Countenance, and be made 
glad by it. 


Stand amazed then, Oh Inhabitants of ths 


Earth! at the Stupidity and Senſeleſſneſs of 
Mankind, that there ſhould be ſuch an Aver- 
fion to Holineſs and Purity, thro' which only 
fuch glorious Rewards are attainable :. Conſider 
the End of Vice and. the Reward of Virtue, 

no longer let your Choice be undetermin'd: 

I believe your Judgments determine for Virtue, 

therefore reſolve upon the Practice: Let no- 
thing deter you fo om it: Let not the falſe 
Gloſſes of Vice be your eternal Ruin, (I have 
ſhewed in my former Diſcourſe the Danger o of 


Delays.) There is nothing can give an Admit- 


tance into the everlaſting Joys of the new Je- 
ruſalem, but a timely Preparation by habitual 
Virtue; Never —Y to * the F 17 as 
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long as thou canſt, and then only forſake thy 4 
Sins, when thro Age and Infirmities hm 


canſt not them any longer, for ＋ 

will not be thy Choice to for them, but 
their leaving thee to go before thee to Judg- 
ment: For even Virtue in old Age thro? bodily 
Infirmities becomes decayed, and cannot be 

practiſed with the Vigour of Youth ; but this 
is not a wilful falling away or Departure from 

it; for Virtue and Religion are ſtill exercigd.in 

the Defire, when thro Age or Infirmities it | . 

cannot be in all its Advantages; yet {If 

then ſhall the practiſed Virtues of Youth and 44 

Strength retain their Force and go along be- 

fore to lay hold on the Promiſes of God, 

and procure. an Admiſſion into this Holy: bro: 

the New Jeruſalem... 
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AVING in my third Section given 

my Sentiments of ſeveral Phænomena : 

5 in Nature, of which before I had never ſeen |: 
5 an Account to my own Satisfaction, ſo likewiſe | 
2 the frequent Narratives we have of Water ; 
2 Spouts being common in the Trading i 
= may induce the Curious to be agreeably enter- f 
4Þ — with my Sentiments of the Cauſe of "© | 
em. | 1 


That Body or Pillar, which draws fach 
Quantities of Water out of the Ocean, I take 
to be compos'd of the like Hollows or Cavities 
which I before repreſented in a Thunder Storm, 
chain'd or link'd one to another by the outward 0 
Veſſels of Water; cauſed by a ſulphurous re- | 
fined Air mixt with and in Ko Waters of the 
Ocean, and by the Ejection of the Rays of 
the Sun rarified and extended ; whence in their F 
expanding and opening, being ſurrounded b 7 F 
the Watry Particles, they carry along with 0 
them in their natural Aſcent (upon their Rari- 
faction) vaſt Quantities of theſe Waters, in 
Proportion to the Violence of the firſt Cauſe | 
which produced their Motion, and which they 
continue till they come into an w_ | 
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with the Air and Region above, and continue 
to aſcend in a Pillar of a Cloud, till the whole 
Matter. of the Air which occaſioned their 
_ firſt Riſe is ſpent; and then the Body or Pil- 
lar, by which its Aſcent was made, is taken 
up from the Ocean, from whence a migh 
Cloud darkens the Air and diſperſes it{elf into 
ſuch Quarters as God ſhall appoint it to exe- 
cute his Deſigns and Purpoſes; and when ths 
Air lodged in theſe Hollows and Cavities breaks 
forth (for I ſuppoſe that Tempeſts of theſa 
Natures always end in Thunder and Light- 
ning) then the Rent continues and the. 
Rain deſcends, as obſerv'd in my former Ac- 
counts of ſuch Tempeſts. 

Hence it is that by a Ship's running upon 
one of thoſe Pillars during the Exhalation 
aforeſaid, the Connection of theſe Veſſels or 
Bladders being thereby broke, the whole Maſs 
loſes its Connection of Parts, and the Air with- 
in flies off, and the Waters deſcend again into 
the Ocean, in fach vaſt Quantities as to en- 
danger at leaſt, or if come to a Maturity of 
Collection to overthrow and fink the Ship. 

So that of late, Care has been taken to avoid 

the Danger by foreſeeing and ſhooting them, 
thereby to break the Connection of the Maſs 
before the Ship is in Danger of running upon 
it, upon which the Waters return into the 
Sea again, and the remaining Collection with- 
in the Seas only now boils up and looſes their 
Paſſage, by their Veſſels hereafter burſting on 
the Surface of the 1 ſo that by 8 
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